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AFTER THIRTY SEARS

A VISIT TO DR, MNTBSBQRI*g SCHOOL

AT HMAREK , AVSTERDAM

by

Mortimer Standing , B.Se*

Br. Iferia. Hontaasarl has been deerlbed , by The HUwa |,
as "Til© Most Interesting Wonaa in Europe " g The itrest
lady-doctor In Italy and a forreer leader of tbs Feminist
Movement , new - and for thirty years - tfeo ayootlo of tfoa
Ri*Jite of GfciXxdhocd . Fourier of a world-wide r.ethod of
©ducation based on true liberty and in&<i|#nMoralcini# ( net
license ) Left the tmcongonial atjiioa™~aero - Fr.Geiwi 50
s-rttls .in Spain < Driven thanoo by Revolution , at the
96© of 08 founds a nev school in. Holla.>/ =

Indefatigable still at ?G she files fro» country to
country to apomF. on bnhalf of the Child « Leavec for a
lecture tour in India this Autv*?n »

Readss i/ith Peetall ©&&1 and Froebol ft® one of the 9
greatest ©ducat©ra Of all tine . ) )

Still bronxing new ground and staking fresh discov-
eries in Education, ac this article shows e



MATCHING- LEAVES or BOTANY FOR BABES

d) Little gipl discovers "needle*shaped" leaves
on a fir tree to natch the leaf on the card *

Vulgar Fractions have no terror for this child
even at 6 years of age

Vulgar Fractions » served up a la Montessorl »

are such appreciated * even by children of
5 to 6 years -

What*s g?_oing on here 1 So » it is nothing
to eat T They are looking for the square
root of the nuaber 5»329 « and they have
nearly found it -

Three little patriotic Dutch aaliens work

lag together on a nap of the Dutch Fast
Indian Colonies »



Bp* Montessori $ who is a#arly 70 , about to
leave hop school at Laren * near Amsterdam *and
fly to England to lecture in London the same
day *

~ Dr. Montessori taking leave of her chief ass-
istant , Signorina Pawlini

A new and absorbing Geography game  Staieking

A new and absorbing Geography game * Sticking
in the flags of the various countries of Europe
into their appropriate countries on a wap = Each
flag is attached to a pin e

MATCHING LEAVES or BOTANY FOR BABES

a) Table with cards spread out * each with a
typical leaf fora painted on it *

MATCHING LEAVES or BOTANIC FOR BASES
b) Snail boy setting off t© find in th© garden

a heart-shaped leaf to watch the one one on
the card in his hand -

MATCHING LEAVES ar BOTANY FOR BABES

© Finds a correspondi_n% leaf floating on the
pond t coaparing it with the card e



AF TSR IEIT RTX 1SAB 3

A VXSIt XG DR. I10NTKSSORI18 SCHOOL

AT  LARIlfl* AIXSAItRMM

Dr,Marla Monfcoseorl ” Ut© »oat interesting wostaa in
Europe " ( The Ti&es ) * First i*My» Doctor in Italy .
Foraerly Leader in the Fewinla« Movcasmt , fift , and
tor thirty years , Apostle of the Difnifey and Rights
pf Childbo»&. Founder of a world»»*.de «ethod of Educ-
ation based on liberty and Independence { license) *
Left uneongeniaX atnoephore Fascia« to settle in Spain *
Driven thence by Revolution at the a$e of 68 founds a
new school in Holland , Indefatigable still at TO flies
fro® country to country to speak on behalf of the Child *
Leaves for India to lecture there this Autumn .With
PestaXloaai end Freooel ranoXs with the gre&tesfc educators
of all tiro . Still breaking new ground in Education
as this article shows



CM
AFTER THIRTY YEARS,

ft yittit to Dr. Mantesaorl*a Mew

Thirty year# age there took place in Rome, one of the
most important events in the history of Education*
A young lady Doctor, (the first lady to take a medical degree in Italy)
jeopardised a brilliant medical career to carry out an educational
experiment with a number of poor children in one of the worst slums
in the Eternal City* This was Dr* Maria Montessori; and thus
came into existance the first so-called Montessori School - though
at that time it was called the Casa de Bambini - the Children's Home*

Such wonderful things happened in that unlikely place;
such amazing revelations came forth from those slum children of 4 to
6 years of age, that people began to come from all parts of the world
to see them - like pilgrims to a new Mecca. All sorts of conditions
of men and womren came, from the King and ;iueen of Italy downwards*
Ambassadors (including the British,) Society people, statesmen,
University professors,teachers of course, but also Doctors, Psychologists
- and they came from as far East and West%/f apan and America*

What was happening there? Whatever it was it was s§wg,
and soon the Press of every civilised country took it up*™MpCl
I}/Ig\g_afir.le in the States ran into a second:}%ition on thgk strength of it -
an unheard of thing; in England the "Worlds Work" made”/scoop - and before
long fee name Montessori was known from pole to pole*



(2.)

What was all the fuss about? Why all this excitement oyep
some 40 small children in a slum tenement?
Because in that dre&y and unpromising environment, like a flower
springing from a dung-hill, there had blossomed forth a new revelation
of the spirit of childhood, of its possibilities, capabilities, its
power and beauty, Dre Montessori had discovered that the small child
we usually see is not the £gal child; but a spoiled edition of him -
spoiled by wrong treatment by adults, parents and teachers* BSir'ihese
children in the San Lorens© quarter of Bome had revealed new charact-
eristics* They shewed that even children of four and six, love to
work as well as play -;even better, that they have a passionate love
of order; that they acquire the elements of culture/~Beading and
Writing etcOspontaneoustCfl"/that they possess an as1V:onishing self-

discipline*
We do not intend to re-write this story, which is a

generation old* for we have a new one* Since that time Dr*Montesscri
Schools have sprung up all over the world, not only for children in
Sgrope and America, but also for woolly headed piccaninnies on the
banks of the Congo, for yellow almond eyed bambini by the Yaagste;
and brown ones by the Ganges* Even amongst the Eskimos, Suiontessoxl
new system has found its way, and in tropic islands in equatorial seas*

When these striking things happened,described above,
Dr* Montessori, like Byron, woke up to find herself famous. Xfcqi

- people came thronging from all over the

world asking her to teach them her secret - that secret which unlocks
the soul of the child*



IS)

la consequence, she was reluctantly obliged to giT« up
her more immediate contact with the children, to gire courses
for teachers* During the past 25 years she has given 24 of
these International Training Coursesi and has trained some 3,000
teachers she have gone basic te ever 40 different countries*
(liyiiSim
Many of these Courses were given in London but ethers in Rome,
Berlin,. Amsterdam, Barcelona, Buenos Al\yres Ch]izclz_ago, 8a» Fran8lbgo
etc* But wherever she has beesr she has taught the same message
in one form or another « that we must liberate the child from the
oppression exercised over it * albeit - unconsciously- by m adults,
parents, nurses, teachers etc., This can only be done by establish
-ing a new sort of relationship between Child and Adult. W adults
must stand back and give the child"room to grew* This dees not
mean we must abandon the child, -ng leave it te its own resources*

It means we must .the, .child to help itself* As in' every other
Iivitr&gjrl%eing so in the child growth comes about through certain power
plaeegll%y Mature ’ powers which lead through self-
activity to growth * developement*

Me one can grew for another) and we adults try te do too
much for tho child, and in the wrong way* Ivory time we help tho
child when that help is net neoessary We net only do no good to It,
but we actually hinder development«

The child has immense powers of apprehending knowledge
spontaneously) and our best way to help him is *O arrange his
environment that he can Hake"in knowledge by his own God given

powers- directly from things f y 1 - by his own self
activity.



Our part as Educators 1l« to stand by* and help the child to
become a self-directing, independent personality * one oho can act
for itself, choose for itself» decide for itself» govern itself,
think for itself.

Such being Dr» Montessori’s aim» it is not surprising that
her system has not found enthusiastic support in the totalitarian
countries * where independence and thinking for oneself are not
encouraged,~to put it mildly!]

So Dr* Kontessori left Italy and settled in Barcelona,Spain*
where she worked fer several years* When came the Spanish Civil
lar» and the Revolution in Barcelona* It was only through the
help of the British Government that she was enabled to get away,
(at half an hours* notice) on a British battleship*  She then went

where her system has been much appreciated
and/£eeeived au«k government recognition. This was one might
sny, her second exile* So now at 68 years of ago» well past tho
age then most people retire* she found herself with straitened
means * in a strange country* But she felt that her destiny was
not yot accomplished. She 3»& more yet to give the world*
So with the indomitable eplfcit of the true genius sMfeMMa#M6»

thirty years after the first school in Rome - she started a
new school at Daren * a residential suburb of Amsterdam* Pancy
starting a now school at nearly 70, and in a foriegn country, and
in a language She did not know! Such is the power oj*enius te rise

above obstacles!
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| had heard so much about 00 school from soma'Of Dr
Moatessori* s students that | determined to so* it fir myself*
I was not disappointed # "Groenendaui" stands in its own grounds,
and is simply a residential Tills oonTertod into a school. To Judge
externally it is not nearly so imposing as many of the Moatessori
schools Which hare been specially built by the corporations of
Amsterdam and Rotterdam etc. jtfor is it a large school * it does
not contain more than 40 children# Immediately on entering
however one realises that there is something special about the
atmosphere of the school* | hare risited numberless schools#
but hare newer been in one whore the children seemed so entirely
natural and at ease, so much“at home* yet, at the same time, so
orderly and disciplined#

To describe what the children

School by its wery nature baffles description within the scope of

each working at the particular subject he h&schosen* BsP/Dr.
Moatessori believes with Shakespeare, "There is sc profit whore
no pleasures taken" . In brief, sir# siily 'chat you most affect".
There were four poems * all opening from one to the
other, one being assigned/to the smallest Children# from $ * yrt
One to the eldest from 7/to 8 years# and one to the stage between#
N kSTheféE%‘rtpog?\(l)vm was dorptod to "The Exercises of Pr&ofcical life"
a cupboard wtjih cM ft*“a sink for washing upt a little
dining tablet a miniature ironing board with an olectrio iron,

small brushes, dust*pans, dusters eto# * everything on a most
diminutive scale. Throe or four children * their ages from



(6)

3* t* 5 year*, won hnvprmaU*--* *0*£r-, It woo the quaintest
] * o ‘mmm - |UC tyXg 4 _
sight in the world to seedwsLthby set about~-quite by themselves -
for the feehers did not «tea go into the room* .A

CJlO'6 tl>y girl wa* *k*[li39« f*$jE*U * <usdft was grinding them
in a little machine? another;girl was cutting and buttering some
bread# I watched them for a while and then passed on to

n *** a» hour later when 1 peeped
** in the same unhur”™jd”~uadeTiating way, they were laying the
table. Hext time | *mrrr-itomfrm& they were all seated in solemn

« « V. W zzSr& izj*«* Ubguwt h  But ewoa that was
not "= * hoot was still

y to .0«. - riz, th. »whin« up. aiey ™ they «J.y.4 «, ™Moh

) " B A
as the meal itself. % \(/v‘l.’ole uiliM must hare lasted an hour

ooa.j»4 1. would ny”~STIilT .0 teTlioutosoorl{, « , to, fnai

out™hy experience”™ that in th ... early year« - up t. S S,thla*

1. more important of th ... tlay

poroomOittn, than tom n”~ynnl... in Practical life». Pn-alh
N T N CtiTir * * * * x * * djreoted hy the mini, help
Ju>* yl~-dlscip a.
MAVA RIS *EFm » xR ordination of tho mu.oular ey . ”
1 ~ ~ 2~ Mlotlonahip between kody and”oul.

Shat these Exercises cf Practical life are not a waste of

filfiavlV tMAus bav4h X 'a%. «S« e 4
. : : M m tzss TM
advanced tn ~ eir i»telie«tual Acvelopnieat SHan.
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Then a curious thing happened* The small children
from the Babies’ Room came in and watched what was going on* and
then» when the occasion offered» quietly took away the material
and did it themselves. )
one of these tiny ones - a boy of 4% years put
inrUTfr the flags of Europe into their/right countries and saying
their right names» and he did it as easy as winking. “Thata
England* he said to me e<Where you come from! * - "thats Holland
where | live* (see illustration.) The very same thing happened
with the other materials Bn Montespori made for teaching Geography»

-rg  ojE>
History and Mature-study. ~

Eves.
....-u-n
7T poe Nintesec.i _rﬁl- olcscc?"a’\
/ i 1sy | I tnshunce ,
Vevy Small c UilUven r72" lu<2z-n,
. ' ! 41 cike
,e* fUuSc**tiCc*Hy 1K"
N s— YN T fg>«. S K [V\ji S&— ct© | ea~\je£.
3 1*1« -

te tArr —

(tk™vrv itoCA; n.~CT>nr™\'""="3
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the,t interest-
She secret of lies In the brilliant way %jlj
Da Montessori Jaae presents” the subject* JKet ‘fettiis simple

vvhen you see ﬁp mxv It. 'ﬁ done» as Si eer§<_as Columbus and the egg*—

»
She h"£prepared a set of about ten cards on each of which is a

Is turned into a series of thrilling voyages of discovery all over
the garden# / )

In the illustration* you see the cards spread out on a
table# and two children”™with different kinds of cards looking for*
the corresponding leaves in the garden*

X gave the little fellow in the picture the eard like this* O
X chose it at random; and afterwards X rather wished X h&dnt*
for he knew better than | what sort of plant it came <tWoband *
made a bee*»line towards a little pond* X followed hii*aad geir
there lust la time to see him stretching out over the pond-at a

most perilous an1gIeJto4 pléllsout a leaf floating on the”surfaee*
Cc 4» 10 O»

To my relief he ;0 snap him by the
water edge just before he rose to his feet to take back his prise
J *» the table# aad-aafc another -4o«a-uf m gf~ir the noxt tripr-

T e little qgirl in t |ctur ave a ver dlfferent sort of
Ajl ?WR J “ S sl 9 y NA) B

pic-tine#t 1ik8 i - i "xmweej, la her vvake# aedr-sh«

r—t — 7 to another part of the garden* and | just managed
Ki/L SU>E<o n Nwvt™af > F—uwlS



( *Cx)
to get hear taking a "needle* shaped leaf from a email pine tree*
It was a oharraing sight to see these tiny mites”™in their pretty
ooloured dresses”running to and fro from the table to the garden
and hack again carrying their leaves - likes bees going and coming
round a hive« The whole business, was incredibly simple and
naturalj so that when™a week later* in another part of Holland* a
teacher sagd to me rather scornfully* f*I dont approve of this new
idea of Dr. Montessori*s of teaching Botany to Babies* do you?*l
simply smiled™and asked her if she had seen it herself*-.though I

knew before She spoke* her answer would be in the negative®  wC

The little oneshaving gradually appropriated for themselves
much of the materials made for the older childrenDr* Montessori
gjrlon»A % ) .
set herself to nmeSre same more materials for the latter®*A”a”in

doing so* she argued thus* If the small children prefer™/dtfficult

_ the same.thing apPIy to
things why shouldnt/the older

ones too* So she acted on this
supposition* and. the results were equally remarkable. Some of them?
ankIjums able t?\) );sgg«gxlljtf\_ w eyes. Ibmdfa&atanee p in the room
were the older—cEiidrenyVork-ed | saw a boy(8+ years ) down on his
knees busy with a great quantity of different «©loured bead-bars
spread out on a rug on the floor* | asked the Directress what he
m . doine? »Positive and Hagatlr. number»- .be reeled. Then »be tool,
a slip of paper and wrote on it* 12 -7-4+3-5-8 and gave

it to the bot}(/*\gm looked at it _gg*%omptly gave the answer - 9.

"How you make-«« up”please™ she said/: The young jc fellow unofe



X-KS t ced I*c ©

town a similar sum bu%set himself a rauen harder oae*iie wrote
38-604 10- 564 39 - 76- Eiiir Whlle he q\g\l/JaJsov:/orklng it out
(la his head) the Teaeher did also X tried be=r- but reckoning
was newer my strong point! | got muddled and gawe it up}3”be boy
VISl bl& - «vKjUtoMAAjt/IUis
without aayy[working l;slijrp"ply wrote down *-105. The Teaeher™had
different answer» and on doing it againyshe found the boy was right
and she was wrong. Then she went across the room» took
a bit of ehalk and wrote on the board (7 4 34'5 ) #.
and went to another boy of about the same ago» and asked him if he
would do it for her. He left hi* work and went staight to the
board and wrote as follows -
(745f 332 #72f(7x3)-f(7x3) +34(7x5)
f W X5)4 (3X3)4 (3x5)4 52
a 494 8142149+ 354 3H
4 154 15 25

Z 225
Ho fuss» no racking his brains to remember the formulay
lu, T foxdt—¢ I«
hg. Juot simply tue3yifer in~his stride. "It seems to you rather
y wonderful* said the Bireotress smiling» "but really it is quite
V.
simple.  You see we newer begin with a]b?ftra Igumbers on
er * but always with concrete material %in this case
R ways with g : AT
peg-board and these differen”
me tens» some thousands Wei taony twaes w th concrete-’
B4 |j|\§|?—| 7 (fuaa" u-o! Jjj-eVctTToA
v I|afer|aI’\the children come to clearly that the

abstract idea - tbje algebraical formula”™ comes by itse If”

The next morning when | wisited the school | saidtto Signorin

Paulini, the directress " | hear that some of your children



-veNly  ftr cup "o
JEM2/L >U/F vw'tk Kb 5tud «”
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know how to fiad the square rest of a number# is it trae?
She smiled”™and weniaad wrote on a blank board r/729 »
Then she wrnt nmii tn two boys (ages about 9j[ years) who

\S  were doing a map together and said# "Would you like to show this
gentlemen how to do that sum* They consented readily# put their
maps asideyand begem bustling about making preparations* One/went
and fetched a longer table# the other a big square board pitted
with, holes#  Then”?vlille «re-went o ff and fetched three boxes with
wooden pegs in them, (su.e.r.lmas you V£ould use in that game Peggoty)
the other returned with three sauoers;aad» placed thsa In a row
along the end of the table* then they got pencils and paper and
epat down to work« It was going to be quite a formidable
business.apparently*-this quest of the square root#"and they were.
learing nothing to i%plance« | could not help thinking that jfd
looked much more as if they were preparing for some scientific

experiment than a sum in Arithmetic«  Jtatdeedin a way™X was right*

Vv the whole point about all this paraphernalia was that they now
M ~sSbsp'to find out,the answer "experimentally** by means of spndr
tmclblITt nrirsotl« inn nrl tji risible objects« The whole procgss was

fascmatln%\m&) watch# ant}/lo((:)ked like a curious mlxture of a gramw
of Halma, ™ ’Peggoty* gtygrmakfang pretty patterns sf*geometric forms
\] with the little coloured pegs« And it was certainly a fascinatin,
operatlon/ror the |4%U60u fellows Inrolred* *!fhey soon forgot all
about ne and the -fess”'that it was being done for my benefit*.and

?20 f\MMW'I-\'5>
vifrf and mounted

r ffwitlrrrriew>tomaking ,a, saap».etoed M "h€»"aygtWTleue "pro”ss

they dld noT"lr"vmaaﬁE7’\6 t&aa a couple of glanees# to return at

frfrnirnutmnwiiiMifiimunPimiumuubsmuei inaEwwiH'vi® STLFTE2*MHTire'ir m tn
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once
root*
SW</VA -
After about fifteen minutes and etHteairnfrdlscussion a conclusion
was come to and committed to paper.y/TU « 27. Kien they asked
the Teacher to giro them more numbers to find the square root of
andharder ones»please, - litwwi which she did -
half a dozen more * and they worked them all out oo$ree!ly in the
PRI jgoosreetty
same manner”™ and with thg nanmy zest as the lit*"le”ones had looked
in the garden for the
The afternoon of that same day X saw on e of the children-y
r*%fe-) , INe. Wk
not yet elgbtEworking outrtniO""pumway finding the interest on

a capitalltgum of 4300 guilders invested at 4 for two years.

Here again iFjpdas not done in the abstract» but by means of a
/ 1 S SV «Awn WUV "inLW4J
%d? visible concrete matenal»»}\whlch assistu "the -j\»«»”™le mind to*see”
? N uaAXNEU. SALE

~the”Muantities involved

N

By introducing this principle of seeing and doing into the
Teaching of <5trithmetic.Ilt is surprising what very small children
can understand* X sjgv¥/ a small girl < she could not have been

more than fiver-taking out little slips of paper and putting them

V\?K/E carefully onr metal circles which had been cug into segments v

She wan studying; fractlonated €ach slip had or i or &up to

tenths written on itf and,tfes exercise consisted in utting] each
Iw crwi.  \Wp lur-IDurcA*

slip, as you found it» oh“the*'eorresponding fraction of a eirolo.«

Here again action accompanies Iearning} and it is th||3f£aetivity
< e

which rivets the attention”»? the olii&d and sustains &esyinterest.

How different frca\wlilthgl_l,pl)l)%dﬂstem where all the poor mites had to

sit wtMiftifrcd together, like herrings®yon a bench - doing nothing -
Qaa/lK tittup “M-euvt™s —
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and listening to the interminable droning of the
OUVt-d%Uv—
al3r thgfraovwinn»gg For the child there is no true development ;5
intelle céual as WeII as physical* without movement*
teamthlng that struck me very forcibly, and very pleasantly.
/{ was the curious love of the beautiful. Art and mathematics seemedJ i
gl ’
together quite naturally in their little souls. One child for instance
(about four years) who had ~het finished a page of very simple sums-
such as 9 1* 10 - was busily making a deoprated border round the*
o fu_+r <m?*
/pagePMUSES?a -little glsl Ja a higher class, -
oL £ : e
floral pattern rOHQSfc;\r}\?vGedge of a large sheet of paper on which she
hadjfrecoafed the jpinuLitnUi of all the numbers from 1 - iQO*

GL. CLix» VVAVINV'-

| was fortunate in being there on e tlhp:%&vmm
- 'Vvwu”i. CAvv*ru»Steiv\

to fa <uX’\|*t6550r| herself was Pr®»e»t at the school, For she diiecU —
the Directresses gather than teaches terself. Tannin It would not
|m p035|ble for her to dg™UiisMarat-iohe has so many engagements elsewher
particulaTmorirrHgshe was’ 'iSie to Iegture in London the same
y>y$A FTfh'ing at/6*p*m} and though it wee 11 a.m, before she left L&ren for
isterdam fshe kept her London appointment * by air* \ Pretty good
oing forja lardj*mearly 70 year«.jsif-«get It was delightful to
see how all™ISie'¢hildren crowded round her what they
A WWMWWWW,

AN Moarteisoi*1l is to bo congratulated in having“as her chief
assistant/so brilliant a”D”ectress asSignorinkau”Lini, who has worked
with he/ already la Italy and Spain. Jt&ls indefatigable lady /ot
only /I&oks after the school*when »C MontessorII/.is avggy, bu-t %Isg heks

Jr Jrefr"'r -
to train studehtn teaeh/rs, for Dr* Monteasori W r also started a

TeaehW-Trainlng Centre at Laren tn conjunction with her School.
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There *** many more things | would like t~*descriW fc— how
the children sang in four language» (Dutch, French, Italian and
English) 5 the breathless excitement of a small boy who came bursting
in with the news that a water-lily had opened in the ponds the follow
-my-leader-gam®”on bicycles”™ in the garden during playtime, (Everyone
in Holland from the {;ueen-mother downwards has a bicycle or a scooter)®
the commotion when it was found that a salamander in the vivarium
had caught a worms the wonderful model of a river system”with five

or six tributaries;that really worked»—but space forbids*

| cannot>however resist a few words in conclusion about the
Silence"ame - surely oneof Dr, Montessori'y most original inventions
Vv K| ovu #
It happened this way# | wda sitting quietly in a corner of 4he
room$jotting down a few notes, when X became aware that sorvnvévtpling/vVas

happening, plough precisely what X could not imagineOne by one
n s : :
11 the ehl|({l’erblﬁd st?pped Sm?gkljg and were sitting quite still zg

though they ”ad”been, petrified, yiiut.to judge by the expression on
tSeir faeeapn ™ by, fear - ratbor JL"t Woulthl,,gwgn’\Wlan

SWIK  "ajytAr-mrrmp pC-#

Az/\*?Then the D|¥ee|c/%gcessqs\\%ent softly on tip-toe to.the windows and
“the curtains® This done, still on tip-toe, she glided silently as
a shadow out of the room into the hall - louring ns (flip ifnififlirm ana

((_Zr ¥°**va few moments nothing happened#  \\& waited hgft no one
moved# ~ fit T Inipirnsd r 1<

hr*MArTJOTepn5°tB'«"Hook TToPIng.
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Important ms about to happen* And then something did happen#
, N1 b-O* Veer* kuuU Q9***jCQ U—ds

1 became aware of a slight movement at the/end of the room*

A ’\tdhad risen to its feet Tory carefully and veryquietiy,

» y f Jr'oo "VV- 1%.......\
(5 and m i mak|19 IS » 4 t|p~tee*4£e* thef door* Then anotha»
-inNQ AJ 141 -l > >BA<"afebrif. »n
*de\ ©Midland J$UHLJMOther*(,|’\At first | Wondered whv lust these
*diaNpra-<MN
children vventyrand— th<"TX"beo”ae aware/a myjgpderioua voice
* t 1
imeth© next room* Mot a”Ybice 'lwrt_the shadow of a voice*-the veryl
_ 9 ~siofy” U~*i—y _
f ghost of a whisper* "It didThot break the silence, rather it seem-

**ed to insinuate its long drawn accents through the silence -
silently almost as a wisp of smoke - It seemed almost like the
toioe of a spirit calling from another world - and it called each
ol/dld in turn by aame?j;, $a**yf'ISsa* they heard this mysterious
summons they rose and glided silently out of the room into the hall*
At last 1 was left all alone in that empty silence* | felt awe-full
alone £ abandonedjVl.eft out*3 It was as if all the others had been

SASME2A/ -3 Nr—
camﬁd J’© some |nner shrine 30 great initiation 1and | had been left

asMNWORIX P e*%’%A‘iM .U*v 2D PG MAC 38 st

that when_th-ry me *>»i« gniaa—i-fry caii all the little ones*—
WX w”oTtvC flUIfV

iLfta.wianna “«hiwdy/i cculd not suppress tfes“wish that | too had
been called*  And 4Cy] - with a thrill that™quite surprise«
myselfrl heard my name A floating in a long-drawn whisper {and very
foriegn accents!/through the empty room *{M------ -ee---ee---—Ss— t—ei
S3s---—t—»-a-" ~eelnpj ™ Silently”™1l arose from my seaty”nd

Wide my way”amongst the tiny tables and chairs into the hall. And
there,”* all round the wall - like a row of flowers - stood the children

silently waiting.  They did not seem”to-think it the least odd tha™
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| should hare been summonf too

And then”you might ask*, what happened next? Nothingl
| tF:w/oco

that was all* it was orere And”rightly understood quite enough

too* For”ilence ltself is a wonderful thin|k”® these
&A@ and noisy times we do not realize it « nor even give ourselve

he ch * B
the ¢ ance tc SQ S9; " a uuvtl Ct\tllaeeStlbetlsteﬁe\f\t/lIBa(’_SL"‘DCCiIJ_to these small W

cMIdren/ssmaSbkand wonderful experiencejme& often brings to their

sensitive souls, presentiments of still higher and deeper mysteries

*kkkkk

o
S At a sign from the D|rectress the spell was broken-,and we
all Went/fpack into the schoolroom eaeh--ta get »1RifliAgs*
elA -w»w™h o Uzr
ffor as ftwlp! nnys "Eaeh-mgn has bustncadory &esire aC&ag. hir—iwir tn
Ifer rett it was to see these little
Bk sr Kerbke

e
ones”™going back to the work they had e”sh chosen-—some to make
plast|[sene mountains in the Dutch East Indies Colonies? some to Igjlix,

Singulars and Plurals (Grammer) s some to the Multiplication Tables?

Ojﬂakﬁagelay@ patterns? some to make music with the bells
etc. It worldof that passage in Midsumaei
Nights Dream, wherey“the fairies disperse - some to do this and some

to do that? except that in this case these little fairies were real.

It was hard to tear myself away from this delightful
Liliputi&n world | have done my best to describe it, but I know
Jfe** muommm  PFE&»FFyvy m V .. 7* Vi
| have falled* For there is an intangible somethlng about a
Montessori school especially this one & which eludes description.
for it is something not made up by any number of described Incident

or material details! it is an atmosSpere & something spiritual*



	Box 07, Folder 09 - "After Thirty Years: A Visit to Dr. Montessori's School at Laren, Amsterdam" (E.M.S.)
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1658246042.pdf.IzwwB

