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A F T E R  T H I R T Y  S E A R S
A VISIT TO DR, MQNTBSBQRI*g SCHOOLAT ItAREK , AMSTERDAM

by
Mortimer Standing „ B.Se*

Br . Iferia. Hontaasarl has been deerlbed , by The HUwa , as "Til© Most In te r e s tin g  Wonaa in  Europe " g The itrest la d y -d o cto r In  I t a ly  and a forreer lead er o f tbs Fem inist Movement , new -  and fo r  th ir t y  years -  tfeo ayootlo  o f tfoa R i*Jite  o f GfciXdhocd . F ourier o f a world-wide r.ethod of ©ducation based on true l ib e r t y  and in&<i|#nMoralcini# ( net lic e n s e  ) L e ft  the tmcongonial atjiioa^’aero ->? Fr.Geiwi 5o s-rttls  .in Spain • Driven thanoo by Revolution , a t the :%,© o f o8 founds a nev school in. H o lla .>/ •In d e fa tig a b le  s t i l l  a t  ?G she f i l e s  fro» country to country to apornF. on bn h a lf  of the C hild  « Leavec fo r  a le c tu re  tour in  In d ia  th is  Autv*?n »Reads s i/itb Pee t a l l  ©¡&&1 and Froebol ft® one of the 9 g re a te st ©ducat©ra Of a l l  tin e  .S t i l l  bronxing new ground and staking fre sh  discove rie s  in  Education, ac th is  a r t ic le  shows •



MATCHING- LEAVES or BOTANY FOR BABESd) L it t le  g ip l discovers "needle*shaped" leaves on a f i r  tree to natch the le a f on the card *
Vulgar Fractions have no terror fo r  th is  ch ild  even a t 6 years of age
Vulgar Fractions » served up a la  Montessorl » are such appreciated * even by children of 
5 to 6 years •
What*s going on here 1 So » i t  is  nothing to eat T They are looking fo r  the square root of the nuaber 5»329 « and they have nearly found i t  •

Three l i t t l e  p a tr io tic  Dutch aalien s work lag  together on a nap of the Dutch Fast Indian Colonies »



Bp* Montessori $ who is  a#arly 70 , about to leave hop school a t Laren * near Amsterdam *and f ly  to England to lectu re in  London the same day *
Dr. Montessori taking leave of her ch ief assista n t , Signorina Pawl in i
A new and absorbing Geography game • S ta iekingA new and absorbing Geography game * Stick in g in  the fla g s  o f the various countries of Europe into th e ir  appropriate countries on a wap • Each fla g  is  attached to a pin •

MATCHING LEAVES or BOTANY FOR BABESa) Table with cards spread out * each with a ty p ica l le a f fora painted on i t  *
MATCHING LEAVES or BOTANIC FOR BASESb) Sn ail boy settin g  o ff  t© fin d  in  th© garden a heart-shaped le a f to watch the one one on the card in  his hand •

MATCHING LEAVES ar BOTANY FOR BABES©) Finds a corresponding le a f flo a tin g  on the pond t coaparing i t  with the card •



A F T S R  I E I  R T X 1 S A B  3

A VXSIt XG DR. I10NTKSS0RI18 SCHOOL
AT LARilfl “ AJXSfltRMM

Dr,Marla Monfcoseorl ” Ufc© »oat interesting wostaa in Europe " ( The Ti&es ) * F ir s t  i*My» Doctor in I ta ly  . Foraerly Leader in  the Fewinla« Movcasmt , f ift  , and 
tor th irty  years , Apostle of the Dif.ni.fey and Rights pf Childbo»&. Founder of a world.»»*.de « e thod of Education based on lib e rty  and Independence { license) * L e ft uneongeniaX atnoephore Fascia« to se ttle  in  Spain * Driven thence by Revolution at the a$e of 68 founds a new school in Holland , Indefatigable s t i l l  at TO f l i e s  fro® country to country to speak on behalf of the Child * Leaves for India to lecture there th is  Autumn .WithPestaXloaai end Freooel ranoXs with the gre&tesfc educators of a l l  tiro  .  S t i l l  breaking new ground in Educationas this a r tic le  shows



CMAFTER THIRTY YEARS,ft y ittit to Dr. Mantesaorl * a MewThirty year# age there took place in  Rome, one o f the most important events in  the h isto ry  of Education*A young lady Doctor, (the f ir s t  lady to take a medical degree in Ita ly ) jeopardised a b r illia n t  medical career to carry out an educational experiment with a number of poor children in  one of the worst slums in  the Eternal City* This was Dr* Maria M ontessori; and thuscame in to  existance the f ir s t  so -called  Montessori School - though at that time i t  was ca lle d  the Casa de Bambini -  the Children's Home*Such wonderful things happened in  that u n lik ely  place; such amazing revelations came forth  from those slum children o f 4 to 6 years o f age, that people began to come from a l l  parts of the world to see them -  lik e  pilgrim s to a new Mecca. A ll sorts of conditionsof men and women came, from the King and ¿¿ueen o f Ita ly  downwards* Ambassadors (including the B r itis h ,)  Society people, statesmen,U niversity professors,teachers of course, but also Doctors, Psychologists
QUO-  and they came from as fa r  East and West % apan and America*What was happening there? Whatever i t  was i t  was s§wg, and soon the Press o f every c iv ilis e d  country took i t  up*^MpCl Magazine in  the States ran into a second edition on the strength o f i t  -- 5 - --- - ■ % <*an unheard o f th in g; in  England the "Worlds Work" made^/scoop - and before long fee name Montessori was known from pole to pole*



( 2. )What was a l l  the fuss about? Why a l l  th is  excitement oyep some 40 small children in  a slum tenement?Because in  that dre&y and unpromising environment, lik e  a flow er springing from a d u n g -h ill, there had blossomed forth  a new revelation o f the s p ir it  of childhood, of i t s  p o s s ib ilit ie s , c a p a b ilitie s , i t s  power and beauty, Dr• Montessori had discovered that the small ch ild  we u su ally  see is  not the £gal ch ild ; but a spoiled edition o f him - spoiled by wrong treatment by a d u lts , parents and teachers* BSir'ihese children in  the San Lorens© quarter of Borne had revealed new characte r is tic s *  They shewed that even children o f four and s ix , love to work as w ell as play -¿even  b e tte r, th at they have a passionate love o f order; that they acquire the elements o f culture/^Beading and
Cl  vW riting etc 0 spontaneouslyf^/that they possess an astonishing s e lf-  d iscip lin e* We do not intend to re-w rite th is  story , which is  ageneration old* fo r we have a new one* Since that time Dr*MontesscriSchools have sprung up a l l  over the world, not only for children inSgrope and America, but also fo r woolly headed piccaninnies on thebanks o f the Congo, fo r yellow  almond eyed bambini by the Yaagste;and brown ones by the Ganges* Even amongst the Eskimos, Su io n tesso xl8'new system has found i t s  way, and in  tropic islands in  equatorial seas* When these strik in g  things h a p p e n e d ,d e s c r ib e d  above,Dr* M ontessori, lik e  Byron, woke up to fin d  h e rse lf famous. ,xfcqi-  people came thronging from a l l  over the world asking her to teach them her secret -  th at secret which unlocks the soul o f the child*



is)la  consequence, she was re lu cta n tly  obliged to giT« up her more immediate contact with the ch ildren , to g ire  courses fo r  teachers* During the past 25 years she has given 24 o f these Internation al Training Coursesi and has trained some 3,000 teachers she have gone basic te  ever 40 d iffe re n t countries*( i i y i i S i MMany o f these Courses were given in  London but ethers in  Rome,B erlin ,. Amsterdam, Barcelona, Buenos Ayres Chicago, 8a» Fran§Ibqo
■ 11etc* But wherever she has beesr she has taught the same messagein  one form or another « that we must lib e ra te  the ch ild  from theoppression exercised over i t  * a lb e it - unconsciously- by m  a d u lts ,

hy parents, nurses, teachers e t c ., This can only be done by estab lish-in g  a new sort o f relation sh ip  between Child and A d u lt. We adultsmust stand back and give the ch ild  room to grew* This dees not, ey"mean we must abandon the c h ild , -and leave i t  te i t s  own resources*I t  means we must ..the, .child to help it s e lf*  As in' every otherliv in g  being so in  the ch ild  growth comes about through certain  power tkejr€plaeed/by Mature powers which lead through s e lf-■ t ¿xvvda c tiv ity  to growth * developement*Me one can grew fo r another) and we adu lts try  te do too much fo r tho c h ild , and in  the wrong way* Ivory time we help thoch ild  when that help i s  net neoessary We net only do no good to I t ,  but we a ctu a lly  hinder development«The ch ild  has immense powers of apprehending knowledge spontaneously) and our best way to help him is  *0 arrange his environment that he can Hake "in  knowledge by h is  own God given powers- d ire ctly  from things f y 1 - by h is own s e lfa c t iv ity .



(4)Our part as Educators 1« to stand by* and help the ch ild  to become a s e lf-d ir e c tin g , independent personality * one oho can act fo r i t s e l f , choose fo r its e lf»  decide fo r its e lf»  govern i t s e l f , think fo r  i t s e l f .Such being Dr» Montessori’ s aim» i t  is  not surprising that her system has not found en thu siastic support in  the to ta lita r ia n  countries * where independence and thinking fo r on eself are not encouraged,^to put i t  m ild ly! JSo Dr* Kontessori le f t  I t a ly  and se ttle d  in  Barcelona,Spain* where she worked fe r  several years* When came the Spanish C iv il lar» and the Revolution in  Barcelona* I t  was only through the help o f the B ritish  Government that she was enabled to get away,(at h a lf an hours* notice) on a B ritis h  battleship* She then wentwhere her system has been much appreciated and/£eeeived au«k government recogn ition . This was one might sny, her second e xile* So now a t 68 years o f ago» w ell past tho age then most people re tire *  she found h e rse lf with straitened means * in  a strange country* But she f e l t  th at her destiny was not yot accomplished. She 3» & more yet to give the world*So with the indomitable eplfcit o f the true genius sMfeMMa#M6» th irty  years a fte r  the f i r s t  school in  Rome - she started a new school at Daren * a re sid e n tia l suburb o f Amsterdam* Pancy sta rtin g  a now school at nearly 70, and in  a foriegn country, and in  a language She did not know! Such is  the power oj^fenius te r ise  above obstacles!



ik is  K **?
1#* )I  had heard so much about 0 0  school from soma'Of DrMoatessori* s students that I  determined to so* i t  f i r  myself*

I  was not disappointed #• "Groenendaui" stands in  i t s  own grounds, and is  simply a resid en tia l T i l ls  oonTertod in to  a school. To Judge extern ally  i t  is  not nearly so imposing as many o f the Moatessori schools Which hare been sp e cia lly  b u ilt  by the corporations of Amsterdam and Rotterdam e tc . jtfor is  i t  a large school * i t  does not contain more than 40 children# Immediately on entering however one re a lise s  th at there is  something sp ecia l about the atmosphere o f the school* I  hare r is ite d  numberless schools# but hare newer been in  one whore the children seemed so e n tire ly  natural and a t ease, so much'‘a t home* y e t, a t the same tim e, so orderly and disciplined#
School by i t s  wery nature b a ffle s  description w ithin the scope o f
each working a t the p articu la r subject he h&schosen* BsP^Dr. Moatessori believes w ith Shakespeare, "There i s  sc p ro fit whore

The fourth room was dorp tod to "The Exercises o f Pr&ofc ic a l l i f e "l ^  t k  k5 f é c J t “  TOOIW /
dining tab let a m iniature ironing board with an o le ctrio  iro n , small brushes, dust*pans, dusters eto# * everything on a most d im in u tiv e  sc a le . Throe or four children * th e ir ages from

To describe what the children

no pleasures taken" .  In b r ie f, sir# s i i l y  'chat you most a f f e c t " .  There were four poems * a l l  opening from one to theother, one being assigned/to the sm allest Children# from $ * yr# One to the eld est from 7/to 8 years# and one to the stage between#
a cupboard wtjih c M ft“-a sink fo r  washing upt a l i t t l e



(6)3* t*  5 year*, won h n v p r m a U * --*  * 0 * £ r -, I t  woo the quaintestj * . J  .'■■■■ • lU*C tyXAsj V* . . .sigh t in  the world to seedwsLthby set about~ -quite by themselves - fo r the fe e h e r s  did not «tea go into the room* ...AC J 0“ 6 tl,>y g ir l  wa* *k*lli39« f* $ j£ * U * <usdf t  was grinding them in  a l i t t l e  machine? another ¿ g ir l was cu ttin g and buttering some bread# i  watched them fo r a while and then passed on to^  * * *  a» hour la te r  when 1 peeped* *  in  the same u n h u r ^ jd ^ u a d e T ia tin g  way, they were layin g the ta b le . Hext time I  *mrrr-itomfrm& they were a l l  seated in  solemn
« « V W  z z s r & i z j * « *  Ubgû hnot " * * '  hoot

y  to .0«. -  r iz ,  th. »whin« up. a i e y ^  they « J .y . 4 «, ™ oh
as the meal its e lf .  <rh* «*„■ . ^*®c wtole u i i M  must hare lasted an hour

But ewoa that was ,  was s t i l l

ooa. j » 4 l .  would n y ^ S T i l T .0 t e T lio u t o s o o r l{ „  « ,  to ,  f n a i  out^hy experience^ that in  t h . . .  early year« -  up t .  S „ t h l a *1 . more important o f t h . . .  t la yp o ro o m O ittn , than t o m n ^ y n n l . . .  in  P ra ctica l l i f e » . Pn -a lh  ^  T ^ C tiT i^  * * * * * * * direoted hy the m ini, helpJ U > * y l ^ - d l s c i p a .. .V J S ^  * £ * ■ » * ** ordination o f tho mu.oular e y .^1' ^  ^ ^  M lotlon ahip  between kody an d ^ o u l.Shat these Exercises c f  P ra ctica l l i f e  are not a waste offilfiavl V tt̂ Auns Iwow 4>Ua x 'a%. . « s « • "‘""1/
M m t z s s s ? ™advanced t n ^ e ir  i» t  e lie « tu a l Acvelopnieat -than.



C o JÖ  ¡ f f p

l | i | &  —  ~£aLe/t~ Ŵ k **
&=*£&*& C^rvTr^ 'vu£^ txt

.,.. & p  « ^ ¿ W e ^ X  -v v c^ l
y y ■ ?■',■•'. ■■■■ '■.'" ■•■y5f yijö v ■■ .* '■':' ■' &fX¡"tíí' ■ •■ ■ ■ '■ .



erdia&íy eM ldren the «am« age^vv «»fW <*ho-*ßs>



(8.)Then a curious thing happened* The small children from the Babies’ Room came in  and watched what was going on* and then» when the occasion offered» quietly took away the m aterialand did i t  them selves. J )one o f these tin y  ones -  a boy o f 4$r years putinrUTfr the fla g s  o f Europe into th eir/righ t countries and sayingth e ir  rig h t names» and he did i t  as easy as winking. “ThataEngland* he said to me ♦•Where you come from! * -  "thats Holland
where I  liv e *  (see illu s tr a t io n .)  The very same thing happenedwith the other m aterials Bn Montespori made fo r teaching Geography»-rg o j£>H istory and Mature-study.  ^

Eves.
»¿¡¿¿tm Bar* Monteseori vvx oIcscc v̂ '̂ a^Ipil ff§|i i'/ ¿ i s y  |  I  t n s h u n c e  ,

V c v y  S m a l l  c  U i U v e n  r 7 Zĉ l u < Z - ^ ,
l . , 4-1, e *  f U u S c * * t i C c * H y  1K ' c  i'1 etrVj s—  Y ^  -1T fg>«. S K  [V \ji S— c±  ̂ | ea~ \je£.

3  1*1« -
t e  t ^ r r  -(fk^vrv itoCA; n . f~CT>nr '̂̂ =^3



(»•)t h e , t  interest-She secret o f l ie s  In the b r illia n t  way \ajJ jDa Montes so r i Jaae presents^ the subject* J Ket 'fett'iis  simplewhen you see how i t  i s  done» as simple as Columbus and the egg*—( -eJimA. ojuti. l th b e*f**<- »She h^£prepared a set o f about ten cards on each o f which is  a

i s  turned into a series o f th r illin g  voyages o f discovery a l l  over the garden# / )In the illu s tr a tio n *  you see the cards spread out on a table# and two children^with d iffe re n t kinds of cards looking for*the corresponding leaves in  the garden*X gave the l i t t l e  fellow  in  the picture the eard lik e  th is  * OX chose i t  at random; and afterwards X rather wished X h&dnt*fo r  he knew b etter than I  what sort o f plant i t  came -<rtW!% and *made a bee*»line towards a l i t t l e  pond* X follow ed hii^aad geirthere lu s t  la  time to see him stretching out over the pond-at amost perilous an gle .to  p u ll out a le a f  flo a tin g  on the^surfaee* . 
. 7IzT .: J c 4»  dio S’»To my r e lie f  he ;o snap him by thewater edge ju s t before he rose to h is  fe e t to take back h is prise 

J  * »  the table# aad-aafc another -4o«a-u f m g f^ ir  the nox t tr lp r - To the l i t t l e  g ir l  in  the picture X gave a very d iffe re n t sort ofA j L f\/vi\ _ _  /*■ ■■ ■' “  f t s jspij V-1 *̂̂ 0 5(vS.* * -‘ **“4  “ "‘ i  (/ i  ^xioweej, |a  her wake# aedr-sh«pic-tune# lik e  th is  • r —t — 7  to another part o f the garden* and I ju st managedKi/L SU>£<-o ^ ĵ—vt̂ -af' *v>- *f—u w l S-



t ( *©«)to get hear taking a  "needle* shaped le a f  from a email pine tree*I t  was a oharraing sigh t to see these tin y  m ites^in th e ir p retty  ooloured dresses^running to and fro from the tab le to the garden and hack again carrying th e ir  leaves -  lik e s  bees going and coming round a hive« The whole business, was in cred ib ly  simple and n atu ralj so that when^a week la te r *  in  another part o f Holland* a teacher sagd to me rather scornfully* f*I dont approve o f th is  new idea o f Dr. Montessori*s o f teaching Botany to Babies* do you?*I simply smiled^and asked her i f  she had seen i t  h e r s e lf* - .though I knew before She spoke* her answer would be in  the negative^ ^  wC
The l i t t l e  ones,having gradually appropriated fo r themselvesmuch o f the m aterials made for the older children^Dr* Montessori (¡rlon»A. %set h e rse lf to maSre same more m aterials fo r the latter^^A ^a^indoing so* she argued thus* I f  the small children prefer^/dtfficultthe sam e.thing apply to .........things why shouldnt/the older ones too* So she acted on th issupposition* and. the re su lts  were equally remarkable. Some o f them? I  m s able to. see with ray own eyes. Ibmdfa&atanee p  in  the room

m*juul (vyub«a^ .... iA/AA.X ■ ■ 'were the older~cEiidrenyVork-ed I  saw a boy (8+ years ) down on h is  knees busy with a great quantity o f d iffe re n t «©loured bead-bars spread out on a rug on the flo o r* I  asked the D irectress what he m .  doine? »Positive and H a ga tlr. number»- .b e reeled . Then »be tool, a s lip  o f paper and wrote on it*  1 2 - 7 - 4 + 3 - 5 - 8  and gave i t  to the boy* who looked a t i t  and promptly gave the answer -  9.tfwg -ta ̂ ***y"How you make-«« up^please'* she said/: The young jc fellow  u n o fe



’X"-K S t  ceJ I* c (n)town a sim ilar sum but set him self a raueh harder oae*iie wrote •A While he was working i t  outV  qJ U j O  tX trie d  be=r- but reckoning38 -  60 4 10 -  56 4  39 -  76 a■ iir( la  h is  head) the Teaeher did also was newer my strong p o in t! I  got muddled and gawe i t  up}3^be boy
vrsi b l&  - •vKjUtoM AAjt/JUiswithout aayy[working simply wrote down *-105. The Teaeher^hadd iffe re n t bui"answer» and on doing i t  again yshe found the boy was righ tand she was wrong. Then she went across the room» tooka b it  o f ehalk and wrote on the board (7 4 3 4" 5 ) # .and went to another boy o f about the same ago» and asked him i f  he would do i t  fo r h er. He le f t  h i*  work and went sta igh t to theboard and wrote as follow s -(745 f  3 }2 # 7 2 f ( 7 x 3 ) - f ( 7 x 3 )  +  3 4 ( 7 x 5 )•f (7 X 5 ) 4  ( 3 X 3 ) 4  (3 x 5) 4 52 a 49 4 81 4 21 4 9 +  35 4 35 4 15 4  15 -f 25 

Z 225
Ho fuss» no racking h is brains to remember the formula y  lu, 1CT ftx4t~-ç r -«

hg. Juot simply tue3yifer  in~his strid e . " I t  seems to you ratherv/ wonderful* said the B ireotress smiling» "but r e a lly  i t  is  quitesim ple. You see we newer begin with.. ' cu abstract numbers on faff -é-wSRi-<W‘ paper * but always with concrete m aterial % in  th is  case ŵ £h==% IZjfl; iiCc K  si^vu?J>peg-board and these d iffe re n ^some tens» some thousands* Wei•$wwC4 ijMH  KC* | uaâ -u-o!v liâ fë r ial^the children come to _  taony t -waes wi th con c r e te -’ j  jj-eV ctTTo A cle a rly  that theabstract idea - tbje algeb raical form ula^ comes by i t s e l f ^The next morning when I  w isited the school I  saidtto  Signorin 
P a u lin i ,  the d ire ctre ss  " I  hear that some o f your children



-vc^/Jy ftr c u p  v̂uoj£<M̂ <2/L J>U/o/* v w 'fk  Kb 5 t u 4 « ^



(12*)«know how to fia d  the square rest o f a number# is  i t  trae? She smiled^ and weniaad wrote on a blank board r/729 » Then she wrnt nmii tn two boys (ages about 9j[ years) who
\S were doing a map together and said# "Would you lik e  to show th is gentlemen how to do that sum* They consented readily# put th eir maps asideyand begem b u stlin g about making preparations* One/went and fetched a longer table# the other a big square board p itte d  with, holes# Then^vli l le  «re-went o f f  and fetched three boxes withwooden pegs in  them, (such as you would use in  that game Peggoty).......  ■■ ithe other returned with three sauoers; aad» placed thsa In a rowalong the end o f the table* then they got pen cils and paper and•pat down to work« I t  was going to be quite a formidablebusiness.apparently*-.this quest o f the square root#^and they were.learin g nothing to chance« I  could not help thinking that jfcb-it-1looked much more as i f  they were preparing fo r some s c ie n tific  experiment than a sum in  Arithm etic« Jtatdeedin a way^X was r ig h t*  

V  the whole point about a l l  th is  paraphernalia was that they now
M ^sSbsp'to fin d  out,the answer "experimentally** by means o f spndrtmcIblTt nrirsotl« in,n nrl tji r is ib le  objects« The whole process was4-0 cl ♦  (fiCfascin atin g  to watch# and/looked lik e  a curious mixture o f a gram»ctwtA /"•jC.o f Halma, ^ ’ Peggoty* gtygrmakfa»g p retty  patterns sf^geometric formsAnd i t  was ce rta in ly  a fascin atin ,\j with the l i t t l e  coloured pegs«operation/ror the two young fellow s lnrolred* *!fhey soon forgot a ll! A  d*Xi4A4UO/»Utt£_  ̂ .....  ......about me and the -fess^'that i t  was being done fo r my benefit*.and?  O fvvwjw+\ '5>I ..tvifnwf and mountedr f f  w ît1rrrr,i <ew"»to ■ « taking , .a, .saap».etoed ^ ^ ’̂ h€»^aygtWTl eue "p ro^ ss they d ld noT^ir^vmâaÆ?^6 t&aà a couple o f glanées# to return at

' *  '  fnfrnîrnutmnwiiiMifiimunPimüumuu1 asmuei inw(ii>wwiH'vi",*iTl,fTtr'‘?*M,iHTirr"ir m .«‘»tnni*
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( 13« }once _ root*->w</vAA fter about fifte e n  minutes and etHteairnfrdlscussion a conclusion was come to and committed to paper.y/T Ü  • 27. Kien they asked the Teacher to giro  them more numbers to fin d  the square root o fand.h ard er yyones»please, - iitwwi which she did -h a lf a dozen more * and they worked them a l l  out oo$ree!!.y in  the|j#—octMftU. tvAr |gsame manner^ and with thg nanmy zest as the lit^ le^ on es had looked in  the garden fo r theThe afternoon o f that same day X saw on e o f the children- y 
vbr*%fe-)  , J^ e . VvW«not yet elgbt£working out rt n i O " " p u m w a y  finding the in terest ona ca p ita l sum o f 4300 gu ilders invested a t 4̂  fo r two years.Its 'Here again iFjpdas not done in  the abstract» but by means of a, .

/ ¿1 S) S*v «^vvn -vv<tuu«x>v *mLW4J
y  v is ib le  concrete material»», which assistu  "the - j\»«»^le  mind to*see” IfcC? ^ uaAX̂ wCU. ^ Ŝ JL.f^ th e^ u an t i  t i  e s involvedBy introducing th is  p rin cip le  o f seeing and doing into the Teaching o f <5trithm etic.lt is  surprising what very small childrenjgy C***- ")can understand* X saw a small g ir l  • she could not have been more than fiv e r-ta k in g  out l i t t l e  s lip s  o f paper and putting them ^  out ca re fu lly  on metal c ir c le s  which had been cut into segments vVv<M ***• ^  x  ,< >She wan studying; fra c tio n a te d  €ach s lip  had or i  or & up to tenths w ritten on i t f  and„tfes exercise consisted in  nutting eachiw crwi. Vyp̂ 1ir~lDu*-cA*<J <s lip , as you found it»  oh  ̂the*'eorresponding fractio n  o f a eirolo.«Here again action accompanies learning} and i t  is  th is  a e tiv ity  .•< ■ | f£ewhich riv e ts  the attention^»? the olii&d and sustains &esy in te re st.How d iffe re n t from the old system where a l l  the poor mites had to\ III |i II ~| I* l»nd Hs it  wtMlftifrcd together, lik e  herrings^yon a bench - doing n oth in g -Oaa/JK tittup “^-euvt^s —
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(14*)and liste n in g  to the interm inable droning o f theO'U'Vt-dXjU'v-al3r- thgf-r^aovwinn»gg For the c h ild  there is  no true development ¿5in t e l le c t u a l  as w ell as physical* without movement*
C . ■■■

team thing that struck me very fo r c ib ly , and very p leasan tly .
/ was the curious love o f the b e a u tifu l. Art and mathematics seemed ^  Jgi ,together quite n atu rally  in  th e ir l i t t l e  so u ls. One ch ild  fo r instance(about four years) who had ^het fin ish ed  a page o f very simple sum§-such as 9 1 * 10 -  was b u sily  making a deoprated border round the*

o iu_+r < m */pageP'̂ fUSESs? a - l i t t le  g ls l  J,a a higher c la s s ,
\xMjb̂ h~rUL £. •Af lo r a l pattern round the edge o f a large sheet of paper on which shepA4ou<M*y»t>£ i-bufc^rw6hadjfrecoafed the jpi llu LitnUi o f a l l  the numbers from 1 -  iQO*GL. CLiX^ , VV^VJ^V'-I  was fortunate in  being there on ■*» f* tihp ••-days-wrwhen.._■ . 'vvwu^i. C^vv*u»5tciv\ <wUKto fa < u X ^ i*t6ss0ri h e rse lf was Pr®»e»t at the school, For she d iie c U  — the D irectresses gath er than teaches te r s e lf .  Tannin I t  would not im p o ssib le  fo r her to dq^Uiis^arat-iohe has so many engagements elsewher

^ __ , , .... ..........uni,..wniummn..... 4particulaT^morirrHgshe was”iSie to lectu re in  London the same
y>y$A FTfh'ing at/6*p*m} and though i t  wee 11 a.m , before .she le f t  L&ren for isterdam fshe kept her London appointment * by air* \  Pretty good oing fo r ¡a la ^ d j^ m e a rly  70 year«..jsif.-«get I t  was d e lig h tfu l tosee how all^ lSie'cchildren crowded round her what they^ " WWMWWWW.^^^„.M oarteisoi* 1 is  to bo congratulated in  having“as her ch ie fassistant/so b r illia n t  a^D^ec tress asSignorinkau^Lini, who has workedwith he/ already la  Ita ly  and Spain. J t &Is in d efatigab le lady /otonly l&oks a fte r  the school^when ĵ rC Montessorl/.is away, but also heks / Jr  Jr? f ■ " ' r ■■> I y<^ ■ 7  .to train  studehtn teaeh/rs, fo r Dr* Monteasori W r  also started aTeaehW -Trainlng Centre at Laren tn conjunction with her School.
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(X5*)
There ***  many more things I  would lik e  t^descriW fc— how the children sang in  four language» (Dutch, French, Ita lia n  and English) 5 the breathless excitement o f a small boy who came bursting in  with the news that a w a te r-lily  had opened in  the ponds the follow  -my-leader-gam®^on bicycles^ in  the garden during playtim e, (Everyone in  Holland from the {¿ueen-mother downwards has a b icycle  or a scooter)^ the commotion when i t  was found that a salamander in  the vivarium had caught a worms the wonderful model o f a riv er system^with fiv e  or s ix  tr ib u ta rie s ; that re a lly  worked»-— but space forbids*

I  cannot>however r e s is t a few words in  conclusion about the Silence^am e - surely oneof Dr, M ontessori'y most o rig in a l inventions■ ‘v *«j ovu #-l
I t  happened th is  way# I  wda s itt in g  quietly in a corner of 4he

v v w w  rs—room$ jo ttin g  down a few notes, when X became aware that something/was happening, plough p recisely  what X could not i m a g i n e O n e  by oneas^ 1 1  the ehildren jiad  stopped working .and were s itt in g  quite s t i l l\ UHw t<( Sftr*va/ 'though they ^ad^been, p e tr ifie d , y iiu t ..to judge by the expression ontS e ir  faeea^n ^  by, fear - ratbor_JL"t wouIthl,,gwgn^Wian sWiK ^ajytAr~’mrr mp pc-#Then the D irectress went s o ftly  on^2^*7 feT/o* f>-«isv3^ th e  curtains^ This done, s t i l l  on tip -to e , she glided  s ile n tly  as a shadow out o f the room into the h a ll -  louring ns (flip irfriiflflirm ana
We waited bgft no one

tip -to e  to .th e  windows and
/- ¥°**va few moments nothing happened#(C rv^ v>moved# ^  11 it T" Inipirnsd ,r 1<h r ''M ^ r T JO T ‘̂ ^ e p n 5 ^ tB '« ‘’Hook‘TToPIng.
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( 16«)important m s about to happen* And then something did happen#,  ̂ 1 b-O* 'V«-** kuuU Q*aj***jCQ ¿̂U—+dks

1 became aware o f a s lig h t movement at the/end o f the room*■» ........... ,
A  ^ t d h a d  risen  to i t s  fe e t Tory c a re fu lly , and v e ry q u ie tiy ,

»■ y f  Jr'% ' 'W--"■ '%..........\ v
W j  and m i making h is  » 4  tip~tee*4£e*. the door* Then anotha»
-i^jQ A J ■» A'girtT **>-«— _̂ .i l...l4 I -III. >i* »BWr<-"afeiySrlr''. »n*de\ ©Midland j$UHLJMOther* ¿ ¡^ A t f ir s t  I  wondered whv lu st theseJ *  ...children wentyrand- th<̂ TX^beo^ae aware/a mypterioua voice*¿4ia^p*a -̂<^^/V/myjsrce-fvxn*K rv-' ft*'imeth© next room* Mot a^Ybice 'lwrt_ the shadow o f a voice*-the very19 s io fy  U*-**i—_yf  ghost of a whisper* '"'It didThot break the s ile n ce , rather i t  seem-**ed to insinuate i t s  long drawn accents through the silen ce - s ile n tly  almost as a wisp of smoke - I t  seemed almost lik e  thetoioe o f a s p ir it  c a llin g  from another world -  and i t  ca lle d  each o|d ld  in  turn by aame.̂ j; $ a **y f" IS s a *  they heard th is  mysterious summons they rose and glid ed  s ile n tly  out o f the room into the h a ll*  At la s t  1 was le f t  a l l  alone in  that empty silence* I  f e l t  aw e-ful1 alone •£ abandonedjVJ.eft out* 3 I t  was as i f  a l l  the others had been^>«ŝ t£2A/ - 3 *v1,r'— .......ca lle d  i© some inner shrine 30  great in it ia tio n  .and I  had been le f tjamJt J't- ■ ■ .<,, -..-... . . . . . . . . .  1 .. • .as^Mnworthy in  the*outer c o u r t * i S o  wonder Dr. Montessori in s is ts*  ̂ .|4<*A g t̂vA^y *9 fkS-AJ-tJLAj U*v &UUL̂ UP<39 '■VWUiiJr' 6̂ - <=-etsicg>*jL -T27that when th-ry piny *>»i« gniaa~i-frny cai i  a l l  the l i t t l e  ones* —

WX w^oTtvC flUlfViLfta.wianna ^«hiwdy/i cculd not suppress tfes^wish that I too had been called* And 4©yJ - with a t h r i l l  that^quite surprise«m yselfrI heard my name A flo a tin g  in  a long-drawn whisper {and veryforiegn accents!/through the empty room **M-------- ee- - - e e - - - —s— t —eiS 3 s- - -  —t —»-a - ^  ^eelnpj  ̂ S ile n tly ^ I arose from my seaty^ndWide my way^amongst the tin y  tab les and chairs into the h a ll . And there,'* a l l  round the w all -  lik e  a row o f flowers - stood the children s ile n tly  w aiting. They did not seem^to-think i t  the le a st odd tha^
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And then^you might ask*, what happened next? NothinglI tf-w/ocothat was a ll*  i t  was orer• And ^rightly understood quite enoughtoo* F o r^ ile n ce  I t s e l f  is  a wonderful thin|k^ these

fr*$&v4r@ and noisy times we do not rea lize  i t  • nor even give ourselvethe chance tc do so* But thaeeStibetistessaaB6^C3Lto these small v\ HU. £*•**'*' w? a. uw cvt> U^MajuP *JrcMldren/ssmaSbkand wonderful experiencej^me& often brings to th e irsen sitive  sou ls, presentiments o f s t i l l  higher and deeper m ysteriesto ******At a sign from the D irectress the sp e ll was broken-, and we
%\m***±. ■ .... 'a l l  went/fpack into the schoolroom, eaeh--ta,.get >»1RifliAgs*eiA. -v»^h Uzr ' ,ffo-r as ftw l p!  nnys "Eaeh-mqn has bustncadory &esire aC&ag. hir~iwir t> n4aA*e«uK. Ifery pretty i t  was to see these l i t t l e  B H H H  S R  K e ^ o k cones^going back to the work they* had e^sh chosen-—some to makep last|sene mountains in  the Dutch East Indies Colonies? some to IIajllx,Singulars and P lu ra ls (Grammer) s some to the M u ltip licatio n  Tables?some to make coloured patterns? some to make music with the b e lls■ fro « rwue-O—»«j ka.* t ■*< *f— — - .etc .  I t  world o f that passage in  MidsumaeiNights Dream, wherey t̂he fa ir ie s  disperse -  some to do th is  and some to do that? except that in  th is  case these l i t t l e  fa ir ie s  were rea l.

I t  was hard to tear m yself away from th is  d e lig h tfu lL ilip u ti& n  world I  have done my best to describe i t ,  but I know¿fe ** ■ '*■* • ■> ■■■■ ■ f**&»***yvv ■■ A: V   •,.7*  '., v.-: ...I  have fa ile d *  For there is  an in tan gible something about aMontessori school esp ecia lly  th is  one «* which eludes description .fo r i t  is something not made up by any number o f described Incidentor m aterial d e ta ils ! i t  is  an atmosSpere «* something sp iritu al*


	Box 07, Folder 09 - "After Thirty Years: A Visit to Dr. Montessori's School at Laren, Amsterdam" (E.M.S.)
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1658246042.pdf.IzwwB

