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Quot
The child make5%a number of acquisitions during the Sensitive
Periods whlhc place him in relation to the outer world in an®except"®"

ionally Intense manner. Then all is easy , all is eagerness |and
— e e ————— VNP 2 AL |

life ; and every effort an increase of power

When some of these psychic passions die away, other flames
are kindled; and so infancy passes from conquest to conquesti
in & contluous vital Vibrancy, what/we fifeve ed its oy and
simplicity .It is through this lovely flame , which burns viith-
out comsumlng , that the work of creating the mental world of man
takes place

A SENSITE PERIOD LIKE A -3B6S8 LI3-HT

ary things ~“from this many faceted environment® This inner 1

guidance is exercised by making the chilnsensitive only towards
(, even-asS -a-radirr sedzesl*rro oirs
certain things while leaving It indifferent to totheriHI foo-
-, tho—¢— - indiff*pont to.others .—
When he is made sensitive to something it is as though

there Is a 130ht coming from within him which illuminates julst
those things and no others . The child has a unique capacjiyiity for
profiting by these periods in order to grow ; for it is during the
Sensitive reriod tha he acquires certain mental faculties -! like
that for instance of orienting himelf in his outer environemjent

how A SENSITIVE PERIOD STARTS

\UW m

Weyimagine this/narvellous creative activity as a seies of kelen

/ b jO -
emotlocns rising up from the umfltenscious , and wMcly”~ontacjt
with the outer world build up human consciousness .It can be com-

pared to what happens to a person in love .Such an one”in the midst

~Z~~ - . : — -
of a cwaillU will at once be agxLe to single out his beioved”or! dls

tinguish her voice amongst a medley of others

In fact we can say The inner drama of a baby's life 5
rama of love . Love in the widest sense of the word is the sole * ® vy



-ffgglkity , which evolsef In the hidden recesses of--th-e/3euli ,arij’ rom-

t me to tme fl'.la It rwholly T j\ ' }

H0W7 feront all tide is from the 7cold and flutlfuk
acquisltlon of-knowledge /anirTih the external command of
[ ]
another_-~:0 not only h&y chosen whatTthé child must attend to

but enforces that attent/ion with the whoip weight /of hdi more

oovwerfud personality-*.

JArt "Ujokmo» ] Ui~ c&



a WORD ABOUT SENSITIVE PERIODS

It is probably true to say that outside the immediate circle

of Montessori’'s followers there are as yet comparatively few

people -whether parents teachers and lectpferes on education

who realise completely the nature and igpower of these “esntive

erlods , not/their immense xxiaaxtn ‘'potential value in dduc

t many/others

who have seen for tmeselves the/almost heroic/ labours performed

dren - quite spontaneously

these sensitve periods are/just the ories who'have no fear whatever
children becoming unduly precocious and dangerousjy

ed lay -eeuenfinrolongedmentad—concentrablbn For thé

emarkable thing about these activities' XXXXX&Ct) .HICH ARE THE

result of this "loVe for the envornmant that

tom thé children being fatigues/at the end of

appear more calié j»nd rested thany at the beginnlwi

yfsvf-quoirbitms~form"Mmxcmbes™orlls'/ ~ ~p'aer on Sensitive

from-hbr-Sevretof Seod ) WHHL-hlep to make [this

come in

which the typist can copy direct )



—— Quote d

6656666

The child make a number of acculaltlons during the Sensitive
Periods whlhe place him Irs relation to the outor world In an except!”
ion Ily intense manner. 'hen all Is easy t all Is eagerness and
life | and every effort Is an increase of power .

When some of these psyeh.il« oasstons die away» other flames
are kindled; and so Infancy passes from conquest to conquest
in a contiuous vital tribraney, whatwe jave ;;ed its joy and
simplicity .It is through this lovely flame , which burns vilth-
out consuming , that the work of creating the mental world cjf man
takes nlace *

A 3EN3ITE PHEIOD LIKE A ERCH LIGHT

£hese inner senslbilitieo deterraire the selection og necess-
ary thing m from this many faceted environment . This Inner
guidance is exercised by making the child sensitive only towards

even as a radio seizes '‘certain vibrations dndrls~
certa n things while leaving it indifferent to tothers
thus indifferent-to others”#

When he is made sensitive to something it is as though
there is a 11 ht coming from within him which 1 lumlnutes Just
those things and no others . The child has a unique capacity for
profiting by these periods in order to grow ; for It is during the
Sensitive ”“erlod tha he acquires certain mental faculties & like

that for Instance of orienting himelf In his outer environment

PR

HOW A SENSITIVE PERIOD STARTS

imagine thinmargallous creative activity as a sales of keen
Rmnt$> rm wising up from the u nocnsclous » and which contact
m\ith, the cuter world, build up human consolousness .1t can fee com»
pared to what happens to a person in love .Such an one in the midst
of a err.d will at once be a le to single out his be oved op dls

. : T
tInguish her voice amongst a medley of others

In fact we can say The inner drama of a baby’'s life ’'s a
drama of love *# Love in the widest sense of the word is the sole



reality i soil

tnms to tme. f1m It wholly 8

How different all fchla Is from the cold and dutiful
acquisition of knowledge thorugh the external command of
another -who not only has chosen what the child mist- attend to

Sut enforces that attention with the whole weight of his wgre

130 werfuT personality



a  WORD ABOUT SENSITIVE PB3IODB
" VvV - [ V*-
It la probably true to say that outside the Immediate circle
of Monteasorl*s followers there are as yet comparatively few
people -whether parents teachers and lectureres on educalgn -
who realise completely the nature and rapower of these “esntlve
xe lods , not their Immense 3ado®Kxtn potential value In educ-
a lon . For It must be remembered that the Sensitive rerlod for
langau8a Is only one amongst many others . "ose persons , however »
who have seen for tmeselves the almost 1L heroic " labours performed
by the children - quite spontatneously - under the Influence of
these sensltve periods are Just the ones who have no fear whatever
of such children becoming unduly precocious and dangerously
fatigued by Souon prolonged mental concentration « For the
emarkable thing about these activities WHICH aHE THE
result of this love for the envomraenfc " ( see below ) is that
far fom the children being fatigues at the end of them they
app”™r mbra calm »and rested thant at the beginning { Like |
TS Augustine«  ”~ve Is never at ret until It is at work |
"Afsw quotatlens form FOntesoorT*>r“chapt®r oh-Hehsltive
Periods ( fronrher Sevret of childhood ) will hlep to sake tbls..

-blearer —

( At this point com: In the guotes on the other paper

which the typist can copy direct )

JRE .J3GUMSTT3 FROM THE HISTORY OF THE MQTOSSQ T KETHQgn

As Inldcla ed above the Fontessorl method ( as it came to be
called 5was first app led to small children between the ages of
4?7 to 5 years . But as time went on the ontessorl "leaven as
you might call It became active in the education of chlldrjen at
other ages . And it developed In two ways t-a)in helping the
aHfeffiXffsdstsacfelanxialtx =~ total development of children of later ages

and b) in working backwards to the neonato " or the new born

child .



Since

The convictl6" of those v vho have wroteed—wlthehildren

using the ~onteaaori approach is not tha fontessorl children are
B-lre&ellirl'w’a by} that the ghildren tn _nost schools  are kopt back

through a combi nation of circumstances which pr?)?)oi_rt_‘?wé\"lgvtf'rvmle

capacities from ra aallne thefflselve ..This la very similar to

n

_what half a century ago when Montaasorl »»» worklijs

«Itha group of backward children,-J'Imbocllea " they hnd been call 4

by the authorities . They rensonded so »ell to her methods tha

they did as well In thair examination teats as the normal chi jdren
—from .the putt« elementary schools "Whilst every one was astonished

byt the "mlraols " of nmy children doing as as well
ehldren 1 couofl not halo

a the nromsl
thinking that there muBt ba something very
wronf with our ordinary methods of tsching which kept back ths more ©
Intelligent children to the level of nmy poor Idiots

This Is exactly what Montaasorl teachers think when people
say that the "onteBoorl children aro tee preoooloua . IMF *njw H
IS not a question of praeoolty at ell «it almply means that «Je
children of the ;me age groups In the Kindergarten and earlier
gradefTare so”reated that they have-po onportunity to reveal the
mors advanced r>csaibllifclcs that are in ~hsn e

th« present writer E ~ ~ singularlr™”** Profif tils

ac tually einc” the begihning to *A U this article ~ -a mac”uaniMd

with a lady who teachers a First ~rato claaa
aohool

w 0 is keen on nontsaaori orlnelples and had introduced them

e al far asbhews able * in her class of 22 childm*—she

supplied them with a certain amount of h ome made material fpr
the Three H s and had Encouraged them to work Inaiviudally and

choose their oen occupations *



Hig chlldren had responded with, eagerness to hhls apporach but after
six or eight mouths they had come to the end of the materials they
%ich had been prepared for them ( For you cannot expect to have
spontaneous concentration and prolonged indiviual work without the

rlght kind of materlals WhICh act as M the point of contact ” between

............ : OX u il a X ucl

the mteellgence of the Chl|d and the real or truth which is
bein studies )

Oneday with the teachers premission | introuced a lot of nNew
m aterials for teaching various operations in Arithmetic to the

children »Though | have been accustomed to Kontessori children for

nover forty years | could not help being impressed with what
The children a ted exactly like what Montessori deserlbeds in one
"of her bocks when she sages relates how children who had been mentall

the right kind . t
starved from a lack of didactic materials » when glen them flung

thenselves upon them ~like hungrytlons ~

—Forinstanee , To two of the boys in the class mwho had, never

v;ho were quite xmacqaublted with the very idea of the multi-elication-
tanleg I—tntroduced a material by -which- they could work out- the- tables
for themselves » | -started fchem.C working-~eparataly «-an the-£ fclmes
tbale-r That doen | asked If the would like to do the three tiseB*"
which they did , The the A times table « then the fives times .»

it various intervals | asksdthem L£ they were not tlred and would
11ft to fep andflirtish their ork aon anothe day . but they oth pushed
stteadlly on until - after working continuously for 21 hours they
had worked out all the tables up to the ten times * and coplled each
one down In a 'lank for for THE TABLE OF PXTHaGORAS *

I started another and youner boy ana amt©rial showing bow to

do short division < In the same way he worked thtdadily - doing all
the sums prepared nd others o&xfokxxmnaxtn besides , working without

a break for over two hours e



To typist ,Now begins disc 5 Side | __ It begins in the

mljdie of a sentence from Disc 2_3lde 2  which

FUNS e will make things easier later on ”"( now____

begin ) when she beins to do addition and subtraction etc/ off
fractions--—-- not much later on by the way , She ma not Vet
be acqaainted with the terms numerator and denominator /

but she knows experimentally what they are so that already! she
has a world of experience to which these labels can bb attached

when the right moment oomes . /

T-E SECRET OF THEIR INTEREST

The secret fo the concentrated interest “hich these
little ones show in these exercises which were/made for the
older ones lies in the brilliant way in which M ontessoi has
transformed the buslass of acquiring knowledge from an
enforced motionless passimity while the children listen J all
together -to the”™4 ta~lk and chalk ofi the -"eacher , inot a
joyful -spontaneoui “graepmg”~bf*apprehehd”~hg *by~ each fnbTivTdu~al*
-efeild- by -means-of a”precise’' aetivlty wl*h*~maTer'ial . This-
material acts as " the *paint of—eontaot which links the'InteTT
-lgenoa -of the child—4a®f—the--EGenr©}—/to an external" reulity—I
hy means -an- act-4v 1-ty-at fhexxh lpor lbhery "..of-the- eh Ids personal
-ity_"

A GRADING- DQMKLQE. THE KA ERIALS-

The little ones having approrlated to themselves much of the
material which was made fir the older ones ( as recored above )
“Hontessorl now ser about creating more advanced materials fori the
latter .She argues thuswith herself : if the samll e tehildreh
prefer unexpectedly difficult things why should n’t the same thing

apply to the odre ones t :0.She acted on this apposition and tihe resu



please , This she did , giving them half a dozen more numbers
mwhich they at once proceeded to work out and work correctly

in the same manner , and with just the

please . This she did , giving them half-a-dozen more numbers,
tiFmpenpom”~ThnT at once began to search for the square root of each
tesaaBgznro. maHaa”-Qad with just the same sort of eager zest

which | had previously noticed in the children outside in the garden
o0 ———3

in- thefcr search for leaf-forms . ~The last number she gave them was
guite a formidable one Vit was 74»529] but - quite un-
daunted by its size—they'proceeded to tackle it along the sa\*sf_
lines as they had done the others , Actually their work with the
coloured symbolic pegs j--which aveni.udlly 1» tne correct
jrnpwa'r—, was based on the usual formula feccs. (v-vb ) m&&

except that these were special cases following the
formula (% ™r Lrgn) 2- = N 4 K2

IA fVIT
tta»4-«n- standing for the ten/ and unit™ in the number they were

looking for



i % L%



. 2.

If there Is a difference In whs does it lie ? rawer is as
simple andeasy as falling off a brick Thelnswe/ lies .lust in
this —- that MONTESSORI STUDIED CHILD/IN IT/FREEDOM )

and sgtdo her followers T

®f oeourse every thing hire depends on what one means,
by freedom . We cannot go into that/ere or we should never anse”r
the qustion at the head of this copter e But we can do southing
better : we ena decribe to the )'eader what actually happene}j: not
once but many times — not in/one place but all over the />rld
something which bears directly on the criticisms that /.e Mont
tessori system aims at prpdcuing too precocious chil/iren and in

so doing putsan undue strain ipon their mental powers .

WHAT HAPP/EKIED INN THE FIRST MONTESSQIR SCHOOL

in home/

IT i/WELL KNOWN THAT one of the* circumstances that
aroused such universal interest in Mon fi{st Casa de B was the
fact that th/se forty or fifty taxxx p</ertty stricken children
of 4¢g t- five learned spontaneously to write — the famous Exp
into wrlt/ng .But what most people/lo ot know is that Mon had no
intention when she started of teaching them to write

tote here from the Secret of Childhood pi48-50

It might be objected that this was a special case-—but)

/l
witness the T.V. show the other day by Art Linletter — has gone7on
ever since . And the surpises given by thes esmall children have

never seased

HO IT HA PEND THE TINY GATE CRASHERS

BACK HERE TO ORIGNIAL MS. As indicated above the Mon Syst

was first applei d to small childre



‘ discussion
| We sha 11 proceed tth oui? argument along two lines - walking

as it were on two legs ; they are arguments from pyshology
alnd fro history - th history of the method
WHAT HAPPENED IN THE FIRST MONT SCHOOL

iLet us beging by ftoting w at happemed in Montesorl fisrt Casa dei
Bambini in Rome - 1907 . It is well know that one of/the cirimustances
wlhich aroused most interest - a world wide intereest /- was the

fjac : that the forty to fifty slum children in that school learned

tlo write at he early age of t- 5 years . This was the famous

" explosion into writing " which seemd at that timeJ nothinh less
than a sort of miravle .( Fot the description see/M M Her Life and
work Chant two Discovery ppp or/The secret oy Childhood by

M. pp )Most people , who know anything at alll about Monteasort
have at least heard of this explosion infoo writing . But what
mjost people have never realised ip that when Ho xHkxssKfc started
hler work with these tiny mites sie had no i ntention what ever of

X
aittemtpins: to teach them to writ© -akjcfckxisskxxaxxsad What happened

wias this 9( Here comes an exptr/act from the/ “'ec et of Chi dhood )
C IR b

b
P In fact she tells hes herself that at that time she shared the

general prejudice tha it was yhecessary to/beging writing as Hate as

possible - certainly not bef/)re the age pf six..But the chi drsn

---------------------- 7 ) 7
the mselves thought otherwise ;and/some of them came to her and

demanded to be taight to readnad write /.Even then she did not conced

~ f /
tp his request but only gave in when hp parents fcfcgx added their

solicitations
—A
Even then Monte sori did not actually tea h the ehilsredn to

wpite . All she dii ( to use her owh words ) wa

PRECOITY AND SENS TIVE PERIODS

Tt was later on



. 1Ur
to*

| m m
it was only later on that Montessori came to understand mope fully
the significance of q/r\ldese extraordinary happeningsI :ﬁ})e;ivna]tjh:—
threwl L up on themwas her discovery of Sesnitive periods Vn the
child* s/development . Then it was that she realised that the jfifo 1 3rjrp'nl J&
extraordinary fasciantation which the children showed rr pass What

£Ke "sdtmds of the letters and their written symbols t
thejir delight in analysing wors into their component sounds , and
the! pleasure thev showed in composing words with the movable alphabet
thajt all these unexpected manifestations were all bourfd up with the
Sensitive Period for Langauge through which the children gere passing.
This is toe of the Wik logest of the Sensitive periods lasting
practically from birht to about sTFto ~sev*h™eai™ bf~age . It is the
disLppec»ranee of this sensitive period for Tangau/age afie r this
agej] which explains - a Tact which has often surprised people - why'
Children at a later age ~Y—sSy 7prs or—~la~ter~, show no in terest Irr—~
the sand papaer letters and very rarely " explolde " into writing as
do the younger ones . Such children have " m%psed the bus " : the
senstive periods for langauge and for touch hdve given way to new
sensitive periods—which have brouht with them mew in terests and
nevf capaelt-les- r—
L this point I might maininn an amusing but significant
-inoident -which was told.me Joy-J5> ignorlan-lkdb&rrgm 1 who, was the

ni riantres,g in the first Montessori Class in /Milan about the year

-194a.

One morning about four or five Tittle cn||d3ren ( five-year

dibs ) came up to me in a sort of solemn deputation“eabhToarrylng“anT
exefrcTse book for writing in their handsi they sotood to f Tost of ms
irl a sort™of”exppectant silence -but wij(hout“a single”word being-

sa d. | wa”

“Xrwas a bit mystified as to what~IT; was all about - until

filially one of them said " We want to”write "



f
@uiijthat in itself did not clear up the mystery for | knew that

all of then could write already and had already covered pages and pages
w;tl their onw sponaaneous writing . After some further enquiry

I discovered what it $as all about . They wanted to do a special

kinid of writing - but they had/no words to describe it . What they
reajlly wanted was a dictatioi/ lesson . So | began to dictate

to them and they wrote two ¢(pages of it straight away without any sign

of fatigue

i-coLay 'M- ' IL

-vi& v LuUXU $y" 1YY/ Crs*~

7%
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