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Quot The c h i l d  make5»‘ a number o f a c q u is it io n s  d u rin g  th e S e n s it iv e  P e rio d s  w hlhc p la c e  him in  r e l a t i o n  to  the o u ter w o rld  in  an ^ excep t^ ® ^  i o n a l l y  In te n s e  manner. Then a l l  i s  easy , a l l  is  e a g e rn e ss |and—------------------------— ——----- IjVvr^iP—;------ ~------ ?------- -—1 7—-A1 I  --------l i f e  ; and every e f f o r t  an in c r e a s e  o f power .
W When some o f  th e se  p s y c h ic  p a ss io n s  d ie  aw ay, o th e r  fla m e ss t  to  conquesti ed i t s  ,ioy anda re  k in d le d ; and so in fa n c y  p a sse s  from  co n q u est to  conquest!in  & c o n tlu o u s v i t a l  V ib r a n c y , what/we fifeve s i m p l i c i t y  . I t  i s  th rou gh  t h is  lo v e ly  flam e , w hich burns v iith -  out comsumlng , th a t  th e  work o f  c r e a t in g  th e  m ental w o rld  o f man ta k e s  p la c e  . A SENSITE PERIOD LIKE A -3B6S8 LI3-HT

a ry  th in g s  ^ fr o m  t h is  many f a c e t e d  e n v iro nment^. T h is  in n er 1g u id a n ce  i s  e x e r c is e d  by making th e c h i I n s e n s i t i v e  o n ly  towards
¿  even- a-S -a- ra  dirr s edzesl^rro oirsc e r t a in  th in g s  w h ile  le a v in g  I t  in d i f f e r e n t  to  to th e r iH l f -- , t»huo~~g— ■=»------ i n d i f 'f^ p o n t t o ..o th e r s .—When he i s  made s e n s it iv e  to  som ething i t  i s  as thoughth e r e  I s  a 130ht coming from  w ith in  him w hich i l lu m in a t e s  julstth o se th in g s  and no o th e rs  .  The c h i ld  h a s a u niqu e capacjiyiityp r o f i t i n g  by th e s e  p e rio d s  in  ord er to  grow ; f o r  i t  i s  d u rin g  th eS e n s it iv e  r e r io d  tha he a c q u ir e s  c e r t a in  m ental f a c u l t i e s  -! l i k eth a t  f o r  in s ta n c e  o f o r ie n t in g  h im e lf  in  h i s  o u te r  environemjent .how A SEN SITIVE PERIOD STARTS

f o r

\u w mWeyimagine th is/ n a rv e llo u s  c r e a t iv e  a c t i v i t y  as a s e ie s  o f kelen / b j0 -em o tlocns r i s in g  up from  t he umflten sciou s , and w M cly^ o n tacjt__________w ith  the o u te r w orld  b u i ld  up human co n scio u sn e ss  . I t  can be com­pared  to  what happens to  a person in  lo v e  .S u c h  an on e^ in  the m id st
~Z~~ - .------------ :------- r---- —— ------ — :----- —— f -o f a cwaiiU w i l l  a t  once be agxLe to  s i n g l e  out h i s  beioved^or! d ls  t in g u is h  h e r  v o ic e  amongst a medley o f o th e rs  .In  f a c t  we can say The in n e r  drama o f a b a b y 's  l i f e  i£5 rama o f lo v e  . Love in  th e w id e st sense o f th e word is  the s o leu * ® y



-ffggJki t y  , w h ich e v o ls e fs In th e hidden r e c es s es o f--th-e--̂ 3-eu l i , a r i j ^  

t me to  t me f l ' . l a I t  ■ wholly T" j \ _____________________ '___________ }____

f  rom-

How7 fe r o n t  a l l  t id e  i s  from the 7cold and f lut l f uka c q u is  I t  Ion o f -know ledge MmnirTih th e e x t e r n a l  command of• /  J  1a n o th e r_ - ^ :o  n o t o n ly  h ä y  chosen w hatTthë c h i l d  must a tte n d  to  b u t e n fo r c e s  th a t  atten t/io n  w ith  th e  who ip  w e igh t /of h d i  more oovwerfud p e r s o n a lity -* .

jÂ rt,^ . " “ j k m  » I Ú¿~—% fi~ c&  t¿**¡I  : I

t



a WORD ABOUT SEN SITIVE PERIODSI t  i s p ro b a b ly  t r u e to  say th a t  o u t s id e  th e  immediate c i r c l e  o f M o n te s s o r i’ s fo llo w e r s  th e re  a re  as y e t  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  few p eo p le  -w h eth er p a re n ts  te a c h e r s  and le c t p f e r e s  on e d u c a tio nwho r e a l i s e  co m p le te ly  the n a tu re  and iqpower o f th e se  ^ e s n tiv ee r lo d s  , n o t / t h e ir  immense x x ia a x tn  'p o t e n t i a l  v a lu e  in  öduc
t m any/otherswho have seen f o r  tm eselv es th e /a lm o st h e r o ic /  la b o u rs  perform eddren -  q u ite  s p o n ta n e o u s lyth e se  s e n s it v e  p e rio d s  a r e / ju s t  th e oríes w ho'have no fe a r  w hateverc h ild r e n  becom ing u nduly p r e c o c io u s  and da n g e ro u sjyed lay -eeuenfin r o longedm entad—c o n c e n tra b lb n  .  F o r  th éemárka’o le  th in g  about th e se  a c t i v i t i e s '  XXXXXáCt) ..HICH ARE THEr e s u l t  o f t h is  "lo V e f o r  the envornmant th a t

tom  thè c h ild r e n  b e in g  f a t ig u e s / a t  th e end o f  appear more calió  j^ n d  r e s t e d  th a n y  a t  the beginnlw i
y fsv f-q u o i^ b itm s~ fo rm "/mxcmbes^or l l s ' / ^ ^p'ae r  on S e n s i t iv eS e od ) w/HHL-hlep to  ma ke | t h i sf  r o m - h b r - S e v r e t o f

come inw hich th e  t y p is t  can copy d ir e c t  )



—-—-  Quo t e d
6656666
_  The c h i l d  make a number o f  a c c u la  I t  Ions d u rin g  th e  S e n s i t i veP e rio d s  wh lh e  p la c e  him 1rs r e la t i o n  to  the ou t or w orld  In  an  e x c e p t ! ^  io n  I l y  in t ense  man n e r . 'h.en a l l  Is e a sy  t a l l  I s  e a g e rn e ss  and l i f e  I and every e f f o r t  I s  an in c r e a s e  o f  power .When some o f  th e se  psyeh.il« o a ssto n s  d ie  away» o th e r  fla m e sa re  k in d le d ; and so  In fa n c y  p a sse s  from  co n q u est to  co n q u estin  a co n tiu o u s  v i t a l  tr ib ra n e y , whatwe ja v e  ; ; e d  i t s  jo y  ands i m p l i c i t y  . I t  i s  th rou gh  t h i s  lo v e ly  fla m e  , w hich bu rn s v ilt h -  o u t consum ing , th a t  th e  work o f  c r e a t in g  th e  m ental w orld  cjf man ta k e s  n la c e  *Â 3EN3ITE PHEIOD LIKE A ERCH LIGHT

£hese in n e r  s e n s l b i l i t i e o  d eterraire  th e  s e le c t io n  og n e c e s s ­a ry  t h in g  ■ from  t h i s  many fa c e t e d  environm ent .  T h is  In n erg u id a n c e  i s  e x e r c is e d  by making th e  c h i ld  s e n s i t i v e  o n ly  tow ardseven a s  a r a d io  s e iz e s  'c e r t a in  v ib r a t io n s  dndrls~ c e r ta  n th in g s  w h ile  le a v in g  i t  i n d i f f e r e n t  to  to th e r s  .i n d i f f e r e n t - t o  o th e rs ”-#“th u sWhen he i s  made s e n s i t iv e  t o  som ething i t  i s  a s  thoughth e r e  i s  a 11 h t  coming from  w ith in  him w hich 1 lu m ln u te s Ju s tth ose th in g s  and no o th e r s  .  The c h i l d  h a s  a u n iq u e c a p a c i t y  f o rp r o f i t i n g  by th e s e  p e r io d s  in  o rd er to  grow ; f o r  I t  i s  d u rin g  th e  S e n s i t iv e  ^ e r lo d  tha he a c q u ir e s  c e r t a in  m en tal f a c u l t i e s  4* l i k et h a t  f o r  In s ta n c e  o f o r ie n t in g  h im e lf  In  h i s  o u te r  e n v ir o n m e n t .PR HOW A SEN SITIVE PERIOD STARTS
im a g in e  th in m a r g a llo u s  c r e a t iv e  a c t i v i t y  a s  a sa l e s  o f  keenRmnt.$r> rm wisi ng up from the u nocnsclous » and which contact■with, th e  c u t e r  world, b u i ld  up human consol ou snes s . I t  can fee com*»pared t o what happens to a person in love .Such an one in the midsto f  a e r r . d w i l l  a t  once b e  a l e  to  s i n g l e  o u t h i s  be oved op  d lsj *t ln g u is h  h e r  v o ic e  amongst a medley o f  o th e rs  .In  f a c t  we can  say  The in n e r  drama o f  a baby’ s l i f e  ’ s a drama o f  lo v e  *# Love in  th e  w id e s t sen se o f th e word i s  th e  s o le



r e a l i t y  ,t ms to tme. f  1 ■  I t  wholly § i©“ s ö ü l
How d ifferen t a l l  fchla Is from the cold and d u tifu lacqu isition  of knowledge thorugh the external command ofanother -who not only has chosen what the ch ild  mist- attend toSut enforces that attention with the whole weight of h is tt ore130 werfuT personality



a WORD ABOUT SEN SITIVE PB3IODB______________________p f M  ”  .: V ;■ ■ V * -  ; :‘__  I t  la  p robabl y  tr u e  to  say t h a t  o u ts id e  t he Im mediate c i r c l e _____o f  Mo n t e a s o r l* s fo llo w e r s  th e r e  a re  as y e t  com parat i v e l y  fewp e o p le  -w h eth er p a re n ts  te a c h e r s  an d le c t u r e r e s  on educa l q n  -who r e a l i s e  co m p le te ly  th e  n a tu re  and rapower o f  th e se  ^ e s n t lv e
x e lo d s  ,  n o t t h e i r  Immense 3adb®Kx±n p o t e n t ia l  v a lu e  In  ed u c-a Ion . F o r I t  must be remembered t h a t  th e S e n s it iv e  r e r lo d  f o rlan g au § a  Is  o n ly  one am ongst many o th e rs  . " ose p erso n s ,  how ever »who have seen fo r  tm e se lv e s  th e  a lm o st 11 h e r o ic  " la b o u rs  perform edby th e c h ild r e n  -  q u ite  sp o n ta tn e o u s ly  -  under th e  In flu e n c e  o fth e se  s e n s lt v e  p e rio d s  a re  Ju s t  th e  ones who have no f e a r  w hatevero f  such c h ild r e n  becom ing u nd uly p r e c o c io u s  and d an gero u sly  f a t ig u e d  by Souon p rolo n ged  m en tal c o n c e n tr a tio n  « F o r  th e  em arkable t h in g  ab ou t th e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  WHICH a HE THEr e s u l t  o f  t h is  lo v e  f o r  th e  envomraenfc " ( see  below ) i s  th a t  f a r  f'om the c h i ld r e n  b e in g  f a t i g u e s  a t  th e  end o f  them th ey  a p p ^ r  mbra calm  »and r e s t e d  th a n t  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  { L ik e  |

TS Augustine« ^ v e  Is never at ret until I t  is  at work I" A f s w  quota t le n s  form FOnt es oor T*>r“chapt® r oh- H e h s ltIv e
Periods ( fronrher Sevret of childhood ) w ill hlep to sake tb Is..- b le a r e r  —

( A t t h i s  p o in t com : In  th e  q u otes on th e  o th e r  paperw hich th e  t y p is t  can  copy d ir e c t  )
)RE .J3GUMSTT3 FROM THE HISTORY OF THE MQTOSSQ T KETHqn

As I n ld c la  ed above th e  F o n te s s o r l method ( a s  i t  came t o  bec a l l e d  5 was f i r s t  app le d  to  s m a ll c h ild r e n  betw een th e  a g e s o f4 ? to  5 y e a r s  .  But a s  tim e went on th e  o n t e s s o r l  " le a v e n  asyou m ight c a l l  I t  became a c t i v e  in  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  ch lld rje n  a to th e r  ages .  And i t  d evelo p ed  In  two ways t - a ) i n  h e lp in g  theaHfeffiXffsdstsacfelanxiaJtx t o t a l  developm ent o f  c h ild r e n  o f  l a t e r  agesand b ) in  w orking backwards to  th e  " n eon ato  " o r th e  new born c h i ld  .



S in c eThe c o n v ic t 16" o f th o s e  v vho have wroteed—wltheh ildren
u s in g  th e  ^ o n te a a o r i ap proach i s  n o t  th a f o n t e s s o r l  c h ild r e n  a re  PT____ . I n , , ,  b u t t h a t  th e c h ild r e n  tn  n o s t s c h o o ls  a re  k o p t backa"»»» SbiAv W f'.Wlipreuouiu u a «ÜJL ---- - .T--------- ---------------------------------------- _  _ _  ,  _th rou gh  a combi n a t io n  o f c irc u m sta n c e s  w hich p r S r o ir t T K a l?  t r u e  c a p a c i t i e s  from  r a  aa l l n e  t h efflselve . . T h is  l a v e r y  s i m i la r  to

—what n  h a l f  a ce n tu ry  ago when M on taasorl  » » »  w o rklijs«ltha group of backward ch ild ren ,-J'lm b o cllea  " they hnd been c a l l  4_______by the authorities . They rensonded so » e l l  to her methods t h a ______________they did as w ell In th air examination teats as the normal chi jdren_________—from .the putt« elementary schools "Whilst every one was astonishedbyt the "mlraols " of my children doing as as w e ll  a the nromsl_____________ehldren 1 couofl not  halo  thinking that there muBt ba something very wronf with our ordinary methods of t s chlng which kept back ths more ÖIn te llig e n t children to the le v el of my poor Id iotsThis Is exactly what M o n taa so rl teachers think when people say that the "onteBoorl children aro tee preoooloua .  IM F  *n*jw H  is  not a question o f praeoolty at e l l  « it  aImply means that «Je children of the ¿m e age groups In the Kindergarten and e a r l i e r  gradefTare so^reated  that they have-po onportunlty to reveal the mors advanced r>csaib 11 ifclcs that are in ^hsn •th« present w riter E ^ ^  s in g u la r lr ^ ^ * *  Profif t lllsac tu a lly  einc^ the begi hning to *A U  th is a r t ic le  ^ - a m ac^uanlM dwith a lady who teachers a F ir s t  ^rato c la a a  ---------—aohool w o is  keen on nontsaaor i  o rln elp les and had introduced them------•  a i  fa r  a s b h e w s  able * in her c la s s  of 22 childm *— she ^ -------supplied them with a certain amount of h ome made m aterial fpr the Three H s and had Encouraged them to work ln aivlu d ally  andchoose their oen occupations *



\
Hiq  ch l ld r e n  h a d  responded with, ea g e rn e ss to  h h ls  apporach b u t a f t e r  s i x  o r  e ig h t  mouths th ey h ad  come to  the end o f  th e  m a t e r ia ls  th ey

/

%’h ic h  h ad  been prepared f o r  them ♦ ( F o r you can n ot e x p e ct to  havespontaneous c o n c e n tr a tio n  and p ro lo n ged  i n d iv l u a l  work w ith o u t th er i g h t  k in d  o f  m a te r ia ls  w hich a c t  a s  M th e p o in t  o f  c o n ta c t  ” betw een
------------   :"— ------------—  ; - “  : : 0 X  u i l a  X  u c lthe in t e e l ig e n c e  o f  the c h i l d  and the r e a l  o r t r u t h  w hich i sb e in  s t u d ie s  )Oneday w ith  th e  te a c h e r s  p re m issio n  I  in tr o u c e d  a l o t  o fm a t e r ia ls  f o r  te a c h in g  v a r io u s  o p e r a tio n s  in  A r ith m e tic  to  th e new

c h ild r e n  »Though I  have been accustom ed to  K o n te s s o r i c h ild r e n  f o r  n o ver f o r t y  y e a r s  I  co u ld  n o t h e lp  b e in g  im pressed w ith  what The c h ild r e n  a te d  e x a c t ly  l i k e  what M o n tesso ri d e se r lb e d s  in  one\ ' o f  h e r  b o ck s  when sh e  sages r e la t e s  how c h ild r e n  who h a d  been men t a l l______ th e  r ig h t  k in d _____________  _____ . lt ___ _____s ta r v e d  from  a la c k  o f  didactic m a t e r ia ls  » when g le n  them f lu n gth e n s e lv e s  upon t h e m ^ l i k e  h u n g r y t lo n s  ~—F o r l n s t a n e e  ,  To two o f  t h e  b o ys in  th e  c l a s s  *■ who had, n e v e r  v;ho were qu i t e  x m acq au b lted  w ith  th e  v e r y  id e a  o f  th e  m u lt i- e lic a t io n -  t a n le g I—tn t r oduced  a m a t e r ia l  by -which- th ey c o u ld  work out- the- t a b le sfo r  thems e l v e s  » I  -s t a r t e d  fchem.C w o r k in g -^ e p a r a ta ly  « - a n  t he -£_fclm es t b a l e - r Tha t  doen l  a sk ed  I f  th e  wou ld  l i ke t o  do th e  th re e  t i s e B * ^  w hich they d id  , The the A t imes t a b le  « then th e  f i v e s  times ...»i t  va r io u s i n t e r v a ls  I  asksdthem  L£ th ey  w e re _n o t t I re d  and wou ld11ft to  fep an d f Irtish  t h e ir  or k  aon a n o th e day .  b u t th ey o th  pushed s t t e a d l l y  on u n t i l  -  a f t e r  work in g  c o n tin u o u s ly  f o r  2 l  h o u rs th e y  had w orked ou t a l l  th e t a b le s  up to  th e  te n  tim e s *  and c o p lle d  each  one down In  a ' la n k  f o r  f o r  THE TABLE OF PXTHa GORAS *I  s t a r t e d  a n o th e r  and youner boy ana amt © r ia l showing bow todo s h o r t  d iv is io n  • In  th e  same way h e  worked t h t d a d i ly  -  doing a l l  th e  sums prepared nd o th e r s  o&xfokxxmnaxtn b e s id e s  , w orking w ith o u t a b re a k  f o r  o v e r two h o u rs •



To t y p is t  ,Now b e g in s  d is c  5 S id e  I ___ I t  b e g in s  in  th em l-j d ie  o f a sen te n ce  from  D is c 2___3 ld e  2 w hichruns ........................w il l  make th in g s  e a s ie r  l a t e r  on ” ( now _____b e g in  ) when she be in s  to  do a d d it io n  and s u b tr a c t io n  etc/ ojff r a c t i o n s -----n o t much l a t e r  on by the wâ y ,  She ma n o t V et _______be a c q a a in te d  w ith  th e terms num erator and denom inator / b u t she knows e x p e r im e n ta lly  what th e y  a re  so th a t  a lread y! she has a w o rld  o f e x p e rie n ce  to  w hich th e se  la b e ls  can bb a t t a c h e d  when the r i g h t  moment oomes . /
T.-.E SECRET OF THEIR INTEREST /

The s e c r e t  fo  the c o n c e n tr a te d  i n t e r e s t  ^ h ic h  th e sel i t t l e  ones show in  th e se  e x e r c is e s  w hich were/made f o r  theo ld e r  ones l i e s  in  the b r i l l i a n t  way in  w hich M o n te s s o i hastra n sfo rm ed  th e bus la s s  o f a c q u ir in g  knowledge from  ane n fo rc e d  m o tio n le s s  p a s s lm ity  w h ile  th e  c h i ld r e n  l i s t e n  J  a l lto g e th e r  - t o  th e””*4 ta~lk and c h a lk  ofi th e  -^eacher , in o t  ajo y f  u 1 -spon tan eou i “graep m g^bf^app reh ehd^hg *by~ each fnbTivTdu^al“-efeild- by - mean s - o f  a^prec ise' a e t i v l t y  wl^h^^^maTer'ia 1 . T h is -m a te r ia l  a c t s  as " th e * p a in t  o f  ~~e on ta  o t w hich 1 in k s t h e 'ln t e T T-Ig e n o a  -of  t h e c h i ld —â fe—th e--11—G-enr©'J—/to an e x te r n a l"  r e u l i t y —/ Ihy means -an- act-4 v 1-ty-a t  f hexxh 1 p or  1 b h ery  "...of - t he- eh Ids p e rs o n a l-ity__^_ A GRADING- DQMKLQE. THE KA ERIALS-
The l i t t l e  ones h a v in g  a p p r o r la te d  to  th em selves much o f  the m a te r ia l w hich was made fir th e  o ld e r  ones ( as re c o re d  above ) “H o n te s s o r l now s e r  about c r e a t in g  more advanced m a te r ia ls  fori th e l a t t e r  .S h e  arg u e s th u sw ith  h e r s e l f  : i f  th e  sa m ll e te h ild re h  p r e fe r  u n e x p e cte d ly  d i f f i c u l t  th in g s  why should  n ’ t  th e  same th in g  a p p ly  to  th e  odre ones t  :o .S h e  a c te d  on t h is  a p p o s it io n  and tihe resu



p le a s e  ,  T h is  she d id  , g iv in g  them h a l f  a dozen more numbers ■which th ey a t  once proceeded to  work out and work c o r r e c t ly  in  th e same manner ,  and w ith  ju s t  th e
p le a s e  .  T h is  she d id  , g iv in g  them h a lf- a - d o z e n  more num bers, ii.iTl~i.rnpenpom^ThnT a t  once began to  se a rch  f o r  th e square ro o t of each t e s a a B g znro. maHaa ^-Qad w ith  ju s t  th e  same s o r t  o f e a g e r  z e s t  w hich I  had p r e v io u s ly  n o t ic e d  in  th e  c h ild r e n  o u ts id e  in  th e garden
cxsO .----——1in - thefcr se a rch  f o r  le a f- fo r m s  . ^The l a s t  number she gave them was q u ite  a fo rm id a b le  one V i t  was 74»529j b u t -  q u it e  un­daunted by i t s  s i z e —they'proceeded to  t a c k le  i t  a lo n g  th e  sa\**s£_ l i n e s  as th e y  h ad  done th e  o th e rs  , ,A c t u a l ly  t h e i r  work w ith  th ec o lo u r e d  sym b o lic pegs j--which a v e n i.u d lly  1.» tn e  c o r r e c t

jrnpw a 'r*—, was b a se d  on th e  u s u a l form u la fecos. (<v-vb ) ■&&&e x c e p t th a t  th e se  were s p e c ia l  ca se s  fo llo w in g  th e form u la (% ^ r u )  2 -  = ^  -4 KJ- 2'm  IA f-VTTtta » 4 -« n -  s ta n d in g  f o r  th e t e n /  and u n it^  in  th e  number th e y  were lo o k in g  f o r  ,

3
¡j j ,

1112  V  (?
I t- =>

T? 1



• i  % L %

I



- 2-I f  th e r e  Is  a d i f f e r e n c e  In  whs s im p le  andeasy a s  f a l l i n g  o f f  a b r ic k  t h is  — -  th a t  MONTESSORI STUDIEDand so do h e r  fo llo w e r s  T  X*-
does i t  l i e  ? rawer i s  asT h e ln s w e /  l i e s  .lu st in  CHILD/IN IT/FREEDOM )

®f oeourse every t h in g  h i r e  depends on what one means,.by freedom  . We cannot go in to  th a t  / e r e  o r we sh o u ld  n ev er an se^ rthe q u s tio n  a t  th e  h ead  o f t h i s  c o p t e r  • But we can do s o u t h i n gb e t t e r  : we ena d e c r ib e  to  th e  re a d e r  what a c t u a l l y  happened: n o t/ /once b u t many tim es — not in/one p la c e  b u t a l l  over th e  / > r ld  som ething w hich b ea rs d i r e c t l y  on th e  c r i t i c i s m s  th a t  / . e  Mont t e s s o r i  system  aim s a t  p rp d cu in g  to o  p r e c o c io u s  ch il/ ire n  and in/so d o in g  p u tsa n  undue s t r a in  ipon t h e ir  m ental powers ./WHAT HAPPENED INN THE FIR ST  MONTESSOIR SCHOOL / /in  h o m e/IT i/ w E L L  KNOWN THAT one o f the* c irc u m sta n c e s  th a t  // /aro u se d  such u n iv e r s a l  in t e r e s t  in  Mon f i r s t  Casa de B was the f a c t  th a t  th / se  f o r t y  o r  f i f t y  taxxx p < / e r tty  s t r ic k e n  c h ild r e n  o f 4-g- t -  f i v e  le a r n e d  sp o n ta n e o u sly  to  w r ite  — the famous Exp in to  w rlt/ n g  .B u t  what most p e o p le / lo  o t know is  th a t  Mon had no in t e n t io n  when she s t a r t e d  o f te a c h in g  them to  w r ite  . tote h ere  from  th e  S e c r e t  o f C h ild h o o d  p i4 8 -5 o
I t  m ight be o b je c te d  th a t  t h i s  was a s p e c ia l  c a s e ---- but) / ' /w itn e ss  the T .V . show th e  o th e r day by A r t  L i n l e t t e r  — has gone7 on ever s in c e  . And th e s u r p is e s  g iv e n  by th es e sm a ll c h ild r e n  haven e v e r seased  .HO IT HA PEND THE TINY GATE CRASHERS
BACK HERE TO ORIGNIAL MS. As in d ic a t e d  above th e Mon S y s twas f i r s t  a p p le i  d to sm a ll c h i ld r e



d is c u s s io n
j We sha 11 p ro ceed  t t h  oui? argument a lo n g  two l in e s  -  w a lk in g  a s  i t  were on two le g s  ; they a re  argum ents from  p ysh o lo gyalnd f r o  h i s t o r y  -  th  h is t o r y  o f  th e  method .WHAT HAPPENED IN THE FIR ST  MONT SCHOOL
¡Let us b e g in g  by fto tln g  w a t  happemed in  M o n teso rl f i s r t  Casa de i  Bam bini in  Rome -  1907 . I t  i s  w e ll  know th a t  one o f /the c i r imu s ta n c es wlhich aro u sed  most in t e r e s t  -  a w o rld  wide in t e r e e s t  /- was th efjac : th a t  th e  f o r t y  to  f i f t y  slum c h ild r e n  in  th a t  s c h o o l le a r n e d  tlo w r ite  a t  he e a r ly  age o f t -  5 y e a rs  . T h is was the famous

It J" e x p lo s io n  in t o  w r it in g  w hich seemd a t  t h a t  tim e n o th in h  le s sth an  a s o r t  o f m ir a v le  . (  F o t th e  d e s c r ip t io n  see/M M Her L i f e  and work Chant two D isco v e ry  ppp or/The s e c r e t  oy C h ild h o o d  byM. pp )Most p e o p le  ,  who know a n y th in g  a t  a l  11 ab ou t Mon te a  sorthave a t  l e a s t  h e a rd  o f t h is  e x p lo s io n  infoo w r it in g  . B ut whatmjost p e o p le  have n e v e r r e a l is e d  ip  th a t  when Ho xHkxssKfc s t a r t e d  hler work w ith  th e se  t in y  m ite s  s ije  had no i  n t e n t io n  what e v e r o fXaittem tpins: to  te a ch  them to  writ©  -akjcfck xissk xxaxxsad  What happenedwias t h is  9( Here  comes an e x p tr a c t  from the/ ‘-'ec e t  o f  C h i dhood )/ /_ __________ ._______________________ ______/______________________/  . „ _ . ■ _ -■.________ '• _ _  .pb In  f a c t  she t e l l s  hes h e r s e l f  th a t  a t  th a t  tim e she sh ared  t h eg e n e r a l p r e ju d ic e  tha i t  was yhecessary to / b e g in g  w r it in g  as H a t e  as/p o s s ib le  -  c e r t a in ly  n o t bef/ore th e  age p f s i x .  .B u t  th e  c h i drsn
m --------------------  ----------------------7 7th e m selves th ou ght o th e rw ise  ;and/some o f  them came to  h er anddemanded to  be t a ig h t  to  readnad w r ite  /.Even then she d id  n o t conced
~\-------------- ------------ “  f  /tp  h is  re q u e st b u t o n ly  gave in  when hp  p a re n ts  fcfcgx added t h e i rs o l i c i t a t i o n s ---- AEven then Montew p ite  . A l l  she d i i  ( to s o r i  d id  n o t a c t u a l ly  tea h th e  e h ils r e d n  touse h e r owh words ) wa
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. .  I Ur. to*I  m mi t  was o n ly  l a t e r  on th a t  M o n te sso ri came to  u n d erstan d  mope f u l l y(l̂ <f /th e  s i g n i f ic a n c e  o f t h e s e  e x tr a o r d in a r y  h a p p e n in g s . Ape -whatI  :—/ 1—— ■ ' | ; | ■'—:—t hr e wJ L u p o n  th e m was h e r  d is c o v e r y  o f S e s n it iv e  p e rio d s Vn th e c h ild *  s/developm ent . Then i t  was th a t  she r e a l is e d  th a t  the jfifo  1 3 rjrp'nJ J&e x tr a o r d in a r y  f a s c ia n t a t i o n  w hich the c h ild r e n  showed rr pass What£Ke "sdtmds o f the l e t t e r s  and t h e ir  w r it t e n  symbols t th e jir  d e l ig h t  in  a n a ly s in g  wors in to  t h e ir  component sounds , and the! p le a s u r e  th e v  showed in  com posing words w ith  th e movable a lp h a b e t thajt a l l  th e se  u n e xp ected  m a n ife s ta t io n s  were a l l  bourfd up w ith  the S e n s i t iv e  P e r io d  f o r  Langauge th ro u gh  w hich th e  c h i ld r e n  qere p a s s in g .T h is  i s  to e  o f th e ts.W5.1s. lo g e s t  o f the S e n s it iv e  p e rio d s  l a s t i n gp r a c t i c a l l y  from  b ir h t  to  ab out s T F t o  ^sev^h^^eai^^ b f ~age . I t  i s  th edisLppec» ranee o f  t h is  s e n s i t iv e  p e r io d  f  o r Tanga u/age a f i e  r  th  i sagej w hich e x p la in s  -  a T a ct w hich h a s  o fte n  s u r p r is e d  people -  why 'C h ild r e n  a t  a l a t e r  age ~Y~sSy 7 p rs or~la~ter~, show no in  t e r e s t  Irr~th e  sand papaer l e t t e r s  an d  v e ry  r a r e ly  " exp lo d e " in t o  w r it in g  as
Ido th e younger ones .  Such c h ild r e n  have " m ipsed th e  bus " : th e

i" 's e n s t iv e  p e r io d s  f o r  lan gau ge and f o r  to u ch  hdve g iv e n  way to  new s e n s i t i v e  p e rio d s — w hich have b ro u h t w ith  them mew in  t e r e s t s  and nevf ca pa-e-1 t- le s -  r—_____ L ______ t h is  p o in t I  m ight main inn an am using bu t s ig n i f i c a n t _______________- in o id e n t  -which was t o l d .me Jby-J5>_ignorlan-lkdb&rrqm 1 who, was th e _______ni riant,res,q in  the f i r s t  M o n te sso ri C la s  s in  /M ilan ab out the year__________-1 9 4 a .___________________ _____ ____________________________________ .____________ 3 ____________"One m orning about fo u r  or f i v e  l i t t l e  c h ild r e n  ( f i v e - y e a rd i b s  ) came up to  me in  a s o r t  o f  solemn d e p u ta t io n “eabhToarr y ln g “ anTexefrcTse book f o r  w r it in g  in  t h e i r  h a n d s i  they so to o d  t o  f  T o st o f msirl a s o r t ^ o f” e x p p e cta n t s i le n c e  -b u t w ij(hout“ a‘ s i n g l e ”word b e in g -d . I  wa ”sa “ Xrwas a b it  m y s t i f ie d  as to  what~lT; was a l l  ab out -  u n t i l  f i l i a l l y  one o f  them s a id  " We want to” w r ite  "



f®uiij th a t  in  i t s e l f  d id  n o t c le a r  up th e  m ystery f o r  I  knew th a t  a l l  o f  th en c o u ld  w r ite  a lr e a d y  and h ad  a lr e a d y  co vered  pages and pagesw; t l  t h e ir  onw sponàaneous w r it in g  .I  d A f t e r  some f u r t h e r  en q u iryis c o v e r e d  what i t  $a s a l l  ab out . They w anted to  do a s p e c ia lkinid o f  w r it in g  -  b u t th e y  had/no words to  d e s c r ib e  i t  .  What th eyr e a jlly  w anted was a d ic t a t io i/  le s s o n  . So I  began to  d ic t a t eto  them and th ey  w rote two ¿pages o f  i t  s t r a ig h t  away w ith o u t any s ig no f f a t i g u e  .
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